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4 SILENCING DISSENT

His wife, Sandya Eknaligoda, was taken into custody for
several hours when she went to lodge a complaint with
the Homagama Police on 25 January. She believes her
husband was abducted by the government because of his
criticism of President Rajapaksa.
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from the
Universal Declaration
of Human Rights
Article I

Amnesty International
focuses on preventing and ending
grave abuses of the rights
to physical & mental integrity,
freedom of conscience
& expression,
and freedom from discrimination,
while promoting all human rights.

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience . . .

Article 3

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information & ideas through any media
and regardless of frontiers.

Article 27
Our particular concern during Banned Books . . . Everyone has the right freely to participate
Week is to draw attention to writers, editors, in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the
librarians, publishers and readers who suffer hu- arts and to share in scientific advancement and its
man rights violations because of their work.
benefits. . . .

All of these letters and signatures were extremely important in keeping Tissa’s case alive
and finally bringing about his release. We urge all of you to continue your good work
so that others who are wrongly held will be able to survive.
Ronnate Tissainayagam,
wife of former Sri Lanka prisoner of conscience J.S. (“Tissa”) Tissainayagam,
freed in June 2010

Banned Books Week 2011
IMPORTANT NOTES:
Please do not attempt to write directly to a prisoner; in some countries there might be reprisals.
Experience shows that the rarity of replies from governments does not mean our letters are being ignored.
If someone does receive a reply, please send a copy to the AI address on the other side (top) of this page.

