September 16, 2014
The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The Honorable John Kerry
Secretary of State
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington DC 20500
Dear President Obama and Secretary of State Kerry,
As the U.N. General Assembly meets today in New York City, Amnesty International is delivering 187,563
signatures to the White House in a global call to cut off the weapons that fuel abuses in Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. Thousands in the U.S. have joined people from 166 other nations to
urge the U.S. government to stop arming Israel and start backing a U.N. arms embargo on Israel, Hamas,
and other Palestinian armed groups.
U.S. opposition to meaningful U.N. Security Council action means that the White House is shielding
Israel, Hamas, and other Palestinian armed groups from accountability for their human rights violations.
The U.S. should not only be backing a U.N. arms embargo, but also supporting the referral of the
situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories to the International Criminal Court.
The absence of these actions places the U.S. in the unenviable position of protecting Israel, Hamas, and
other Palestinian armed groups from global accountability. With U.N. Security Council authorization,
the International Criminal Court could investigate, put out arrest warrants for, and even prosecute
individuals suspected of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity. But for the U.N. Security
Council to back such a step, the U.S. must not veto the resolution.
Though a ceasefire hangs over Israel and Gaza today, the open wounds from 50 days of conflict remain
unresolved. In the Gaza Strip, at least 2,131 Palestinians were killed, including at least 1,473 civilians.
Over 18,000 homes were either destroyed or damaged, and some 108,000 people were left homeless.
As in other conflicts over the last seven years, war crimes were highly likely to have been committed
that demand investigation.
Israel hit hospitals, clinics and schools: al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah and Najjar Hospital in Rafah city,
among others, were severely damaged in direct attacks or by tank shelling and missile fire. And today
450,000 people have no access to municipal water due partially to damage during the conflict. For
seven  years,  Gaza’s  people  have  endured  an  Israeli-imposed blockade forcing them into subsistence
living. About 80 per cent are dependent on humanitarian aid.

Of the 71 killed on the Israeli side, six were civilians. Palestinian armed groups fired thousands of
indiscriminate rockets and mortar shells on Israel from the Gaza Strip, in itself a war crime. There were
reports that they fired indiscriminate rockets from near hospitals or health facilities, or used these
civilian buildings for military purposes.
Meanwhile, in the occupied West Bank, the Israeli government continues taking Palestinian land in what
amounts to war crimes, steadily appropriating more and more of their land for illegal Jewish-only
settlements. Thousands of Palestinian civilians have lost homes and farmland to an ever-expanding
Israeli settlement enterprise that replaces Palestinian communities with Jewish-only homes, frequently
at gunpoint.
The brutal results of Israeli practices speak for themselves. According to the U.N., Israeli forces killed
more West Bank Palestinians in 2013 than the combined totals for 2011 and 2012. Since January 2011,
over 8,000 Palestinians in the West Bank, including 1,500 children, have been seriously injured by live
ammunition fired by Israeli forces or wounded by other means.
By continuing to provide $3 billion a year in military aid to Israel, the U.S. government is helping to
perpetuate this human rights crisis. Despite talk of a U.S.-backed  “peace  process,”  the  reality  is  that the
U.S. has consistently provided the weapons, ammunition and fuel that Israel has used to facilitate
serious human rights violations in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. These include, for example,
guided missile parts, rocket launchers, artillery parts and small arms, as well as thousands of tons of fuel
for fighter jets and military vehicles. Not only that, but U.S. foreign policy simultaneously shields Hamas
and Palestinian armed groups from accountability as well.
That’s  why  nearly  200,000  people  from  167  countries  added  their  names  to  Amnesty  International’s  
global call. It is time to cut off the weapons that fuel the abuses. We urge you to stop arming Israel until
there is no longer a substantial risk those arms would be used for serious human rights violations and
until violations committed in previous conflicts are properly investigated with those responsible brought
to justice. The U.S. must also start backing a U.N. arms embargo on Israel, Hamas, and other Palestinian
armed groups.

Sincerely,

Margaret Huang
Deputy Executive Director, Campaigns and Programs
Amnesty International USA

