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WRITE FOR RIGHTS

GLOBAL WRITE-A-THON 2009

ansour Ossanlu, a trade union activist and human rights defender, is no stranger to
M prisons. He has long been persecuted by authorities because of his legitimate trade
union activities, and he has spent several periods in prison as a result. Amnesty Interna-
tional considers him to be a prisoner of conscience and is calling for his immediate and
unconditional release.

As head of the Union of Workers of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, Mansour
Ossanlu has struggled to build a strong and independent trade union movement in Iran
capable of defending the human rights of workers against discriminatory laws and prac-
tices. His most recent arrest came in July 2007, and he is now serving a five-year prison
sentence for “acts against national security” and “propaganda against the system.”

The charges were apparently based on his contacts with international organizations such
as the International Transport Workers Federation.

Mansour Ossanlu’s health has deteriorated in prison, and he is in very poor condition. He
is held in Raja’'i Shahr prison in Karaj, which houses violent criminals who have intimi-
dated and abused him. Authorities have denied him permission to leave the prison for
treatment for pre-existing medical problems and new ones that have arisen due to the lack
of proper medical care. He was denied treatment by the case judge, despite a referral by
the prison doctor following his fourth medical examination.

An outpouring of international support for his case is especially needed at this time.
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YOU CAN HELP:

WRITE A LETTER TO THE HEAD OF THE JUDICIARY:

e Calling on him to immediately and unconditionally
release Mansour Ossanlu, as he is a prisoner of
conscience detained solely for the peaceful exercise
of his right to freedom of expression and association;

e Calling on him to ensure that Mansour Ossanlu has
full and immediate access to the medical treatments
that he requires, including at specialist medical
facilities outside the prison, if necessary;

e Urging him to fully investigate reports that Mansour
Ossanlu was beaten and maltreated during his arrest,
and bring to justice those found responsible for
the abuses.

MAIL TO:

His Excellency

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani

Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh
(Office of the Head of the Judiciary)
Pasteur St.

Vali Asr Ave.

south of Serah-e Jomhouri,

Tehran 1316814737

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

Email: info@dadiran.ir
(Subject line: FAO Ayatollah Larijani)

Salutation: Your Excellency

International airmail postage is $0.98.

WRITE A LETTER OF SUPPORT TO MANSOUR OSSANLU:

Please send a message of hope and support to
Mansour Ossanlu. A sample message:

“Thinking of you and your family at this time.”
In Persian:

s LSIJ u.’b(ﬂ sumSsp

(We are thinking of you)

MAIL TO:

Mansour Ossanlu

First floor, Number 343

Shahid Ali Akbar Amiri Alley
Western Water Barrier Crossroads
(Maseyl-e Bakhtar Crossroads)
(Janbazan West)

Golbarg West

Tehran

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE GLOBAL WRITE-A-THON, VISIT:

www.amnestyusa.org/writeathon
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