Premier Wen Jiabao 

The State Council General Office

2 Fuyoujie, Xichengqu

Beijingshi 100017

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Fax: 011 86 10 65961109 (c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Your Excellency:

I write out of concern for Liu Xiaobo, 2010 Nobel Peace Prize recipient, who was given an 11-year prison sentence in December 2009 for calling for political and legal reform in China.  His imprisonment is a clear attempt to prevent him from carrying out his peaceful and legitimate human rights activities.

I urge you to stop the use of broad and vaguely defined charges such as “subversion” to arbitrarily detain and prosecute activists, journalists and internet users.  The detention, restriction, and harassment of peaceful human rights activists has increased in recent years, running counter to promises made by officials in China’s National Human Rights Action Plan 2009-2010. 

I urge you to release Liu Xiaobo immediately and unconditionally and to lift the surveillance and severe restrictions currently placed on his wife Liu Xia.  I also call on your government to ensure Liu Xiaobo has access to his family and lawyers.

Sincerely,

copy to:

Ambassador Zhang Yesui

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

3505 International Place, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20008

Fax: 
1-202-495-2138

Email: chinaembpress_us@mfa.gov.cn

President Ilham Heydar oglu Aliyev 

Office of the President of the Azerbaijan Republic 

19 Istiqlaliyyat Street 

Baku AZ1066 

AZERBAIJAN 

Email: office@pa.gov.az 

Dear President:

I am writing to express my grave concern over the imprisonment of Jabbar Savalan, a 20-year-old student who was sentenced to two and a half years in prison in May 2011.  The young activist was arrested after using Facebook to call for peaceful protests.  Amnesty International considers him to be a prisoner of conscience who was imprisoned on false drug charges after he exercised his right to freedom of expression.

I urge you to bring about the immediate and unconditional release of Jabbar Savalan.  I call on you to launch a full and impartial investigation into the allegations that police planted evidence on him, ill-treated him in detention and threatened his lawyer.  I urge you to ensure that authorities in Azerbaijan cease punishing activists for their peaceful activities (online and otherwise).

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely, 

copy to:
Ambassador Elin Suleymanov
Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan

2741 34th Street NW

Washington DC  20008

Fax: 1 202 337 5911

Email: azerbaijan@azembassy.us 
Shaikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa

King of Bahrain

Office of His Majesty the King

P.O. Box 555

Rifa’a Palace, al-Manama

BAHRAIN

Your Majesty:

I am very concerned for Jalila al-Salman and Mahdi ‘Issa Mahdi Abu Dheeb, leaders of the Bahrain Teachers Association, who appear to have been imprisoned because of the association’s calls for strikes during the protests earlier this year.  

Authorities first arrested Jalila al-Salman on 29 March 2011, and reportedly ill-treated her in detention.   Mahdi Abu Dheeb was arrested on 6 April and reportedly suffered torture and solitary confinement.  Although civilians, the two teachers were tried before a military court, in breach of their right to a fair trial.  In September, Jalila al-Salman was sentenced to three years in prison, and Mahdi Abu Dheeb was sentenced to ten years.  Their appeal is to be heard by the High Criminal Court in December.

I respectfully urge you to investigate this case and the allegations of torture and ill-treatment.  Please see to it that those found responsible be held to account.  If Jalila al-Salman and Mahdi Abu Dheeb were arrested because of their leadership of the Bahrain Teachers Association and their peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly, they should be immediately and unconditionally released, and all charges against them should be dropped.  Please ensure that their appeal hearing meets international standards and that any evidence obtained through torture or duress not be used against them.  While in custody, please guarantee that they receive appropriate medical care and are protected from ill-treatment.  

Sincerely,

copy to:

Her Excellency Houda Ezra Ebrahim Nonoo

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain

Embassy of the Kingdom of Bahrain

3502 International Drive NW 

Washington DC 20008

Fax: 1 202 362 2192 
Email: ambsecretary@bahrainembassy.org
His Excellency Paul Biya 

President of the Republic 

Office of the President 

P.O. Box 100 

Yaoundé

CAMEROON 

Fax: 011 237 2222 0870 

Email: contact@presidenceducameroun.com
Your Excellency:

I write to express my grave concern over the imprisonment of Jean-Claude Roger Mbede, who was sentenced to 3 years in prison on charges of homosexuality under Section 347a of the Penal Code.  He is serving his sentence at Kondengui central prison in Yaoundé.  

I respectfully urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Jean-Claude Roger Mbede, as he is a prisoner of conscience, imprisoned solely because of his perceived sexual orientation.  I further call on you to ensure his physical safety while in prison and to make certain that he is not subjected to any form of ill-treatment, harassment or violence.

I am deeply concerned by the widespread discrimination in Cameroon against individuals perceived as being homosexual.  I urge you to repeal Section 347a of the Penal Code, which contravenes Cameroon’s obligations under international law.

Sincerely, 

copy to: 
Ambassador Joseph B. C. Foe-Atangana 

Embassy of the Republic of Cameroon 

1700 Wisconsin Avenue NW 

Washington DC 20007 

Fax: 1 202 387 3826 

E-mail: foeatangana@yahoo.fr
Amir Syamsuddin 

Minister of Justice and Human Rights

Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said Kav No. 4-5

Kuningan

Jakarta Selatan 12950

INDONESIA 

Fax: 011 62 21 525 3095 

Dear Minister: 

I am deeply concerned about Filep Karma, who was arrested in December 2004 for his participation in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua province.  Filep Karma is serving a 15-year sentence on charges of treason.  Amnesty International considers him to be prisoner of conscience and is calling for his immediate and unconditional release. 

I urge you to release Filep Karma and to make a public commitment that there will be no further arrests of individuals purely for the peaceful exercise of their right to freedom of expression, assembly, or association.  I ask you to ensure that laws concerning “rebellion” (Articles 106 and 110 of the Criminal Code) are not used against people who have engaged only in peaceful activities.  While I do not seek to advocate a particular position on the political status of Papua, I believe the right to freedom of expression includes the right to peacefully advocate referenda, independence, or other political solutions.  These rights must be upheld.  

I thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

copy to:

Ambassador H.E. Dr. Dino Patti Djalal

Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia

2020 Massachusetts Ave. NW

Washington DC 20036

Fax: 1 202 775 5365

Head of the Judiciary

Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani

Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh

(Office of the Head of the Judiciary)

Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave.,

South of Serah-e Jomhouri

Tehran 1316814737

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

Your Excellency:

I am deeply concerned about the imprisonment of student leaders Majid Tavakkoli and Behareh Hedayat, who have been sentenced to prison simply for exercising their rights to freedom of expression and association.  

Majid Tavakkoli was arrested and reportedly beaten, after speaking at a university rally in Tehran to mark National Student Day in December 2009.  Behareh Hedayat was arrested later that same month after a video recording of a speech she gave was widely circulated on the internet.   

I urge you to bring about the immediate and unconditional release of Majid Tavakkoli and Behareh Hedayat.  While they remain imprisoned, please provide them with access to adequate medical care, including assessment and treatment by an independent specialist outside of prison if necessary. 

I urge you to respect the rights of all Iranians to freedom of speech in accordance with Iran’s obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Sincerely,

copy to:
Iranian Interests Section

c/o Embassy of Pakistan

2209 Wisconsin Ave NW

Washington DC 20007

Fax: 1 202 965 1073

Email: requests@daftar.org
Lic. Felipe Calderón

President of the Republic
Residencia Official de 'Los Pinos'
Col. San Miguel Chapultepec
Mexico D.F., C.P. 11850
MEXICO

Dear President Calderón:
I am writing to express my grave concern over the treatment of Inés Fernández Ortega and Valentina Rosendo Cantú, indigenous women who were raped by Mexican soldiers in 2002.  Although they were brave enough to report the attacks to the authorities and to follow up their cases, no substantive investigation has taken place and no one has been brought to justice.

I respectfully urge you to initiate a full and prompt implementation of the judgments issued in August 2010 by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which your government publicly committed to implementing on 1 October 2010.  

I call on you to ensure there is a swift, full and impartial investigation, under ordinary jurisdiction, into the rape and torture of Inés Fernández Ortega and Valentina Rosendo Cantú.  I urge you to acknowledge the state's responsibility for the protagonists of the crimes, to apologize to the victims and their families, and to grant adequate compensation to the victims.  Finally, I ask you to transfer all cases of human rights violations committed by members of the military to civilian courts of law.  

Thank you for your attention to these urgent matters.

Sincerely, 

copy to:

Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan Casamitjana

Embassy of Mexico

1911 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington DC 20006

Fax: 1 202 728 1698

Email: mexembusa@sre.gob.mx
His Excellency Goodluck Jonathan

President of the Republic of Nigeria

Office of the President

Nigerian Presidential Complex

Aso Rock Presidential Villa


Abuja, Federal Capital Territory

NIGERIA

Fax: 011 234-9-2341733 

Your Excellency:

I am concerned about the imminent forced eviction of hundreds of thousands of residents of waterfront settlements in Port Harcourt.  If authorities proceed with planned demolitions of all waterfront settlements without implementing the necessary human rights safeguards, over 200,000 people will be left homeless and in fear for their safety.  

The 2009 demolition of Njemanze, a waterfront settlement in Port Harcourt, left thousands of people homeless. This was done without prior notice, consultation, compensation, alternative accommodation, or legal remedies despite being required by international human rights standards.  

I respectfully request your government to immediately stop plans for the demolition of the waterfront settlements of Port Harcourt.  I call upon you to ensure that the right to adequate housing becomes a reality in Nigeria and that the state prevents and refrains from carrying out forced evictions, as mandated by international law.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

copy to:
Ambassador Adebowale Ibidapo Adefuye 

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

3519 International Court NW

Washington DC 20008

Fax:
1 202 775 1385
His Excellency Mr. So-Se Pyong 
Ambassador of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
United Nations in Geneva

Your Excellency:

I would like to express my deep concern over the detention of Shin Sook-ja and her daughters at the Yodok political prison camp. Shin Sook-ja and her daughters were sent to Yodok by authorities in 1987 after her husband, Oh Kil-man, requested political asylum in Denmark.

Shin Sook-ja and her family are among 50,000 other men, women and children held at Yodok, who face forced hard labor, inadequate food, beatings, completely insufficient medical care and unhygienic living conditions. 

I respectfully call on your government to immediately close Yodok and all other political prison camps in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  I urge the authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Shin Sook-ja and all prisoners of conscience, including relatives held on the basis of "guilt-by-association" (yeon-jwa-je). 

It is imperative that your government end all executions and abusive forced labor, torture and other ill-treatment of detainees. I ask that all inmates be released unless they are charged with an internationally recognizable offense, remanded by an independent court, and given a fair trial. 

I thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa

Presidential Secretariat

Colombo 1

SRI LANKA 

Fax: 011 94 11 244 6657

Email: prsec@presidentsoffice.lk

Your Excellency:

Ragihar Manoharan was one of five students killed by security forces in the city of Trincomalee on January 2, 2006.  His family deserves to know the truth about what happened to their son.  They deserve justice.  I urge you to publish the report of the commission of inquiry that examined the killing of Ragihar Manoharan. 

Sri Lanka is obliged under international law to launch genuine investigations into this and other human rights violations. Sri Lanka now has a historic opportunity to address past violations and ensure that impunity will not hinder the future.  I urge you to extend invitations to the special procedures of the UN Human Rights Council, including the UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, to visit Sri Lanka.  

Ragihar Manoharan and other victims of human rights violations and their families across Sri Lanka deserve truth, justice and reparations.  I thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

copy to:
His Excellency Jaliya Wickramasuriya 
Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
2148 Wyoming Ave. NW
Washington DC 20008
Fax: 1 202 232 7181
Email: slembassy@slembassyusa.org 

The Honorable Bobby Jindal

Governor of Louisiana

Post Office Box 94004

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004

USA

        Fax: 1 225 342 7099

Dear Governor Jindal:

I am troubled that the state of Louisiana continues to condemn people to life in prison without the possibility of parole, even if they were children at the time of the crime.  

Christi Cheramie was only 16 when she was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.  Since then, she has received favorable reviews from several wardens and correctional officers.  Warden Abrigale Patterson of Avoyelles Simmesport Correctional Center stated that “Christi is a model inmate… who is worthy of a second chance in society.”  Christi’s guilty plea – made by a 16-year-old fearing that she would be sentenced to death if the trial went ahead – means she cannot directly appeal against her conviction or sentence.  She faces the prospect of living in prison until she dies.

When children come into conflict with the law, they should be treated in a manner that reflects their level of maturity and their capacity for development.  The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child states that no one under 18 at the time of the crime should be sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of release.  As a signer of the treaty, the USA is bound under international law not to defeat its purpose.  

I call on you to promote the enactment of state legislation that retroactively eliminates the sentence of life without parole in Louisiana for any crime committed by a person under the age of 18.   I thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely, 

copy to:

Ethan Ashley

Campaign Coordinator

Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana

1600 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd. 
New Orleans, LA 70113

Fax: 1 504 522 5430

Email: eashley@jjpl.org
Secretary of Defense

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400
     Fax: 703 571 8951

     Online form: www.defense.gov

Dear Secretary of Defense:

I am writing to urge you to either charge and fairly try Guantanamo detainee Shaker Aamer in US federal court, or release him to the United Kingdom (UK), as the UK government has requested.

Shaker Aamer, a former UK resident, has been held without charge at the US detention center at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for nearly 10 years.  The UK government has repeatedly requested that he be returned to the United Kingdom, where his wife and four children live.  February 2012 will mark the tenth anniversary of his detention without charge at Guantanamo.

Indefinite detention is a human rights violation.  Detainees at Guantanamo and the US detention facility at Bagram in Afghanistan should either be charged and tried in US federal court or be released to countries where their human rights will be respected. 

Sincerely,
copy to:

Mr. Jeh Johnson

General Counsel of the Department of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Fax: 703 571 8951

Online form: www.defense.gov

Vice President Abd al-Rab Mansour al-Hadi

Office of The President

Sana’a

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

     Fax: 011 967 127 4147

Your Excellency:

I am deeply concerned for Fatima Hussein Badi, who is facing the death penalty, a sentence imposed following an unfair trial.  I urge you to commute the death sentence of Fatima Hussein Badi. 

Fatima is accused of murdering her husband.  Police arrested her in July 2000 with her brother Abdullah Badi.  Fatima was questioned without a lawyer for five hours and reportedly threatened with rape if she did not confess.  Her brother reportedly confessed to the crime to save his sister from rape.  Fatima and Abdullah had no legal representation, and they were forced to remain silent when they tried to speak in court.  They were both sentenced to death.  Abdullah was executed in 2005. 

I urge you to commute the death sentence against Fatima Hussein Badi and to work toward overall abolition of the death penalty.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

copy to:  

Ambassador Abdulwahab A. Al-Hajjri

Embassy of the Republic of Yemen

2319 Wyoming Ave. NW, Suite 705

Washington DC 20008
Fax: 1 202 337 2017

Email: ambassador@yemenembassy.org 
Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs

Honorable Patrick Chinamasa


Government of Zimbabwe

New Government Complex


P. Bag 7751, Causeway

Harare

ZIMBABWE

Fax: 011 263 4 772999

Dear Minister:

I am concerned about the harassment of human rights defenders in Zimbabwe, including those from the human rights organization Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA).  As you know, WOZA organizes peaceful demonstrations to protest human rights conditions in Zimbabwe. 

The government has responded by breaking up WOZA’s meetings and public rallies and by intimidating, beating, and jailing its members.  The protection of freedom of expression, association and assembly is guaranteed under international law and the Zimbabwe constitution.  Zimbabwe has an obligation to respect and protect these rights. 

I request an immediate end to police intimidation and the arbitrary arrest and torture of all human rights activists in Zimbabwe.  I call upon you to allow WOZA members and all citizens of Zimbabwe the ability to freely exercise their constitutionally and internationally guaranteed rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

copy to:
Ambassador Dr. Machivenyika T. Mapuranga

Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe

1608 New Hampshire Ave. NW

Washington DC 20009

Fax: 
 1 202 483 9326

Email:  info@zimbabwe-embassy.us 


The Honorable Jay Nixon 

Governor of Missouri

c/o Amnesty International USA

Attn: Brian Evans

600 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, 5th Fl.

Washington, DC 20003

Dear Governor Nixon:

I write to express my grave concern for Reggie Clemons, who was sentenced to death in St. Louis as an accomplice in the 1991 murder of Julie and Robin Kerry.  In the interest of justice, I urge you to grant Mr. Clemons clemency.

I am troubled by many aspects of Mr. Clemons’ case, including the lack of physical evidence, allegations of police coercion and prosecutorial misconduct, questions of inadequate legal representation, and questions that race may have played a role in producing what appears to have been a "stacked" jury.

Reggie Clemons has made claims of police brutality, and witnesses attest to Clemons’ face being swollen after his interrogation.  Four judges have called the prosecutor’s conduct “abusive and boorish.”  Another judge ruled that six prospective jurors were improperly excluded at jury selection.  

While I have tremendous sympathy for the family and friends of Julie and Robin Kerry, I feel that executing Reggie Clemons would be unfair and unjust.  Mr. Clemons' trial was flawed in numerous regards, and I respectfully call upon you to commute his death sentence.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

