
At age 16, Christi Cheramie was sentenced in 1994 to life in 
prison without the possibility of parole. Now 33, she has spent 
more than half of her life in a Louisiana prison. It is a violation of 
international law to sentence anyone to life in prison without the 
possibility of parole who was under the age of 18 at the time of the 
crime. Yet more than 2,500 people in the United States are now 

serving such sentences for crimes committed when they were children.

Christi Cheramie pleaded guilty to second-degree murder in the death of her fiancé’s great aunt. Her 
guilty plea, which she made out of fear of being sentenced to death if the trial went ahead, means 
that she cannot directly appeal against her conviction or sentence. In 2001, she sought to have her 
guilty plea withdrawn, and testified that she had not understood her rights or the trial proceedings 
when she entered her plea. Her application was denied. 

Christi Cheramie has been described by a prison warden as “a model inmate… worthy of a second 
chance in society.” The closest relatives of the victim have stated that Christi Cheramie deserves a 
second chance. During her time in prison, Cheramie has earned a high school diploma and a degree 
in agricultural studies, a subject she now teaches at the Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women, 
where she is held.  

The United States is the only country apart from Somalia not to have ratified the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, which states that no one under 18 at the time of the crime should be 
sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of release. As a signer of the treaty, however, 
the United States is still bound under international law not to defeat its purpose.  

USA:   
JUVENILE SENTENCED TO LIFE IN PRISON  
WITHOUT PAROLE
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MAIL TO:

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana
Post Office Box 94004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004
USA

Fax: 1 225 342 7099
Email via contact form at:
http://www.gov.la.gov/index.
cfm?md=form&tmp=email_governor 

Salutation: Dear Governor

U.S. domestic postage is $0.44.

YOU CAN HELP:

Ask the Governor of Louisiana to take all 
necessary steps to ensure the enactment of 
state legislation that retroactively eliminates 
the sentence of life without parole for any crime 
committed by a person under the age of 18.

1. SEND A LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR

2. SEND A LETTER OF SUPPORT TO CHRISTI

Please send a message of hope and support to 
Christi Cheramie.   

A SAMPLE MESSAGE:
 
“Stay strong, and know you have our support.”

MAIL TO:

Christi Cheramie
c/o Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana
1600 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd. 
New Orleans, LA 70113
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Shaker Aamer, a former UK resident, has been held without charge 
at the US detention center at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, for nearly 10 
years – despite the UK government’s repeated request that he be 
returned to the United Kingdom. Shaker Aamer says he was living in 
Afghanistan with his family and running humanitarian aid projects 
when Afghan forces seized him in 2001 and transferred him to US 
custody. February 2012 will mark the tenth anniversary of Shaker 

Aamer’s detention without charge by the US government at Guantánamo . 

Shaker Aamer has alleged abuse and torture in US custody, according to lawyers. He has protested 
against conditions at the Guantánamo detention facility, and has spent much of his time held in 
solitary confinement. Lawyers familiar with Shaker Aamer’s case have expressed concern that he 
continues to be detained only because the US government is wary of allowing him to speak freely about 
what he has experienced and witnessed in detention.  

In November 2010, the UK government gave compensation to all 15 of the British detainees returned 
from Guantánamo between 2004 and 2009. Shaker Aamer was also given compensation despite the 
fact that he is still held at Guantánamo. His wife and children live in London.  

Despite President Obama’s January 2009 order to close the detention facility at Guantánamo within 
one year, the prison remains open. Both the President and the Congress have embraced indefinite 
detention. Shaker Aamer is one of thousands of people the U.S. government is currently holding 
without charge in violation of international law. More than 100 people are held without charge at 
Guantánamo, while over 2,000 people are held without charge at US facilities in Bagram, Afghanistan. 

The United States government must end the practice of indefinite detention. All detainees must be 
charged and fairly tried, or be released. 

USA:   
END INDEFINITE DETENTION 
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MAIL TO:

Secretary of Defense
Leon E. Panetta
U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Fax: 703-571-8951
Online form: https://kb.defense.gov/app/ask

Salutation: Dear Secretary Panetta

U.S. domestic postage is $0.44.

YOU CAN HELP:

Express concern that Shaker Aamer has been held 
without charge for over nine years, despite the UK 
government’s request for his return.

Urge the US government to either charge and fairly 
try Shaker Aamer in U.S. federal court, or release 
him to the UK.

Note that indefinite detention is a human rights 
violation and call for all Guantánamo and Bagram 
detainees either to be charged and tried in courts 
that meet international standards for fairness 
(such as a US federal court), or be released. 

1. SEND A LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2. SEND A COPY TO THE GENERAL COUNSEL

MAIL TO:

General Counsel of the Department of Defense
Jeh Johnson
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Comment line: 703-571-3343
Fax: 703-571-8951
Online form: https://kb.defense.gov/app/ask

Salutation: Dear Mr. Johnson
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Please send a copy of your letter to  
the General Counsel of the Department 
of Defense.



Fatima Hussein Badi is facing the death penalty following an unfair 
trial in which her brother, Abdullah Badi, was also sentenced to 
death. Abdullah was executed in 2005. 

Fatima and Abdullah were arrested on July 13, 2000 for the 
murder of Fatima’s husband. Fatima was reportedly questioned by 

police for more than five hours during the night without a lawyer. When she refused to confess, police 
brought in Abdullah, his face covered in blood. Fatima was allegedly threatened with rape in the 
presence of Abdullah, who apparently confessed to the murder in order to save her from being raped. 

Fatima was only allowed a lawyer after she was charged with murder. However, during a number 
of their trial hearings, Fatima and Abdullah had no legal representation and were prevented from 
speaking in court. They were sentenced to death in February 2001. 

In September 2003, Yemen’s Supreme Court found Fatima guilty of helping to hide her husband’s 
body, but not guilty of murder. It ruled in favor of reducing her sentence from death to four years’ 
imprisonment. However, following further efforts by government officials, the decision to reduce 
Fatima’s sentence was overturned. Fatima Hussein al-Badi remains at imminent risk of execution. 

YEMEN:   
IMMINENT RISK OF EXECUTION
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MAIL TO:

Vice President Abd al-Rab Mansour al-Hadi
Office of the President
Sana’a
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN
Fax: 011 967 127 4147

Salutation: Your Excellency 

International airmail postage is $0.98

YOU CAN HELP:

Urge him to see to it that the death sentence 
against Fatima Hussein al-Badi is commuted, 
noting that she was convicted following an  
unfair trial. 

Call on him to ensure that Yemen works towards 
abolition of the death penalty. 

1. SEND A LETTER TO THE VICE PRESIDENT

2. SEND A LETTER OF SUPPORT TO FATIMA HUSSEIN BADI

Please send a message of hope and support to  
Fatima Hussein Badi. Solidarity messages and 
cards should be sent via her lawyer, Mrs. Nasser. 

A SAMPLE MESSAGE:
 
“Greetings from (NAME OF TOWN). My thoughts 
are with you.”

MAIL TO:

Mrs. Nasser
P.O. Box 16020
Hadda
Sana’a
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
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The activists of the human rights organization Women of Zimbabwe 
Arise (WOZA) know the price of freedom. For organizing peaceful 
demonstrations to protest the social, economic and human rights 
situation in Zimbabwe, WOZA members have been repeatedly 
harassed, intimidated, beaten, and jailed by authorities.  

WOZA members continue to face arbitrarily arrest and detention in appalling prison conditions. As 
a form of punishment for their activism, some of those held in police custody have been subjected 
to torture and other ill-treatment and denied access to medical care, food and legal counsel. In 
May 2011, riot police beat WOZA members after they had marched peacefully to the offices of 
the Zimbabwe Electricity Transmission and Distribution Company to protest poor service and high 
electricity rates.  

On September 21, 2011, police used excessive force to break up a planned peaceful march marking 
the United Nations’ International Day of Peace.  Police detained 12 WOZA members, releasing most 
the next day. WOZA leaders Jenni Williams and Magodonga Mahlangu remained in detention until 
finally being released on bail two weeks after the arrest. 

The treatment of WOZA members illustrates the Zimbabwean government’s intolerance of peaceful 
public demonstrations expressing criticism of government policies. It also highlights the malicious 
use of law (particularly the Public Order and Security Act and the Miscellaneous Offenses Act) to 
facilitate arbitrary arrests, detentions and a range of other human rights violations by police.

The activists of WOZA struggle every day to bring positive change to the human rights of the people 
of Zimbabwe, and need your support.  

ZIMBABWE:   
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS FIGHT DESPITE RISKS
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MAIL TO:

Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs
Honorable Patrick Chinamasa	
Government of Zimbabwe
New Government Complex	
P. Bag 7751, Causeway, Harare
ZIMBABWE

Fax: 011 263 4 772999
Salutation: Dear Minister 

International airmail postage is $0.98

YOU CAN HELP:

Insist that the systematic harassment, beatings, 
and detentions of members of WOZA committed  
by police officers stop immediately.

Request that human rights activists in Zimbabwe 
be allowed to continue their work without fear of 
harassment, abuse, or imprisonment.

Urge him to respect the right of WOZA to 
exercise their constitutionally and internationally 
guaranteed rights to freedom of expression, 
association and assembly.

1. SEND A LETTER TO THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE

2. SEND A LETTER OF SUPPORT TO WOZA

Please send messages of hope and support to 
Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA). 

A SAMPLE MESSAGE:
 
“People around the world are thinking about you, 
and we stand in solidarity with your important  
human rights work.”

MAIL TO:

WOZA
PO Box FM701
Famona
Bulawayo
ZIMBABWE 
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Reggie Clemons was sentenced to death in St. Louis as an 
accomplice in the 1991 murder of two young white women, Julie 
and Robin Kerry, who plunged from the Chain of Rocks Bridge 
into the Mississippi River. Two other black youths were also 
convicted, including Marlin Gray (executed in 2005). Clemons has 
consistently maintained his innocence. His case illustrates many of 

the flaws in the U.S. death penalty system.

At the time of the trial, the prosecution conceded that Clemons neither killed the victims nor 
planned the crime. There is no physical evidence that ties him to the crime itself or the events 
leading up to it. Clemons alleges that he confessed under the pressure of police brutality to raping 
one of the victims. He never confessed to the murders. He subsequently retracted his confession. 
Two other suspects independently alleged mistreatment by the police. Witnesses attest to Clemons’ 
face being swollen after his interrogation.

Four federal judges have agreed that the prosecutor’s conduct was “abusive and boorish.” The 
prosecutor had a history of criticism from both state and federal courts, and compared Clemons to 
two convicted serial killers, despite Clemons’ clean record. Clemons’ lawyer had experienced some 
past complaints as well. His co-counsel had a full-time job in another state during her representation 
of Mr. Clemons, resulting in poor preparation for the trial.

Of equal importance when considering the case of Mr. Clemons, is the question of race; not only 
were the murder victims white, but the two crucial witnesses were as well. The three convicted 
defendants were black, and during jury selection, blacks were disproportionately dismissed, resulting 
in an unrepresentative jury, given St. Louis’ sizeable black population. The jury’s flaws were also 
noted in 2002 by a U.S. District Court judge who ruled Clemons’ death sentence should not stand 
because six prospective jurors had been improperly excluded at jury selection.

USA:   
REGGIE CLEMONS TO BE EXECUTED
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Please send messages of hope and support to Reg-
gie Clemons. Be aware that all mail is opened at 
the prison before being delivered to inmates, so it’s 
best not to include any personal information such 
as phone numbers or email addresses. Also, stamps 
can’t be sent to inmates, so please don’t enclose any 
in your message. 

A SAMPLE MESSAGE:

“We hope that justice prevails in your case! Stay 
strong, and know you have our support.”

MAIL TO:

The Honorable Jay Nixon 
Governor of Missouri
c/o Amnesty International USA
Attn: Brian Evans
600 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, 5th Fl.
Washington, DC 20003

Salutation: Dear Governor

U.S. domestic postage is $0.44.

MAIL TO:

Reginald Clemons
#990102
Potosi Correctional Center
11593 Highway O
Mineral Point, MO 63660

YOU CAN HELP:

Urge him to commute the death sentence of 
Reggie Clemons.

1. SEND A LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR

2. SEND A LETTER OF SUPPORT TO REGGIE CLEMONS
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