Mikhail ZURABOV 

Rossiiskaia Federatsi 

127994 g. Moskva 
Rakhmanovskyi per. d.3/25

Ministerstvo zdravookhraneniya
i Sotsialnogo Rasvitiya
Rossiiskoi Federatsii

Ministru Zurabovu M.

Dear Minister:
I am writing to bring your attention to the issue of domestic violence.  Many women are victims of violence in their own homes in Russia and throughout the world   I urge you to support more domestic violence shelters and women’s NGO’s and to include training on responding to domestic violence for all Ministry of Health workers.

According to the latest statistics from the Russian government, on average, a Russian woman dies as a result of domestic violence every hour.  Domestic violence plagues every fourth family in Russia. Women facing domestic violence currently find little protection. When women do decide to leave their abusive husbands, boyfriends, or other relatives, there are not enough shelters throughout the Russian Federation.  


I urge you to use your good office to support women’s shelters, crisis centers and non-governmental organizations working to combat family violence. I urge you to make training on gender-based violence compulsory for forensic experts, health professionals and social workers. Legislation is urgently needed make domestic violence a distinct crime. 

Amnesty International’s report Russian Federation: Nowhere to turn to – Violence against women in the family   is available in Russian at http://www.amnesty.org.ru/pages/ruseur460562005. AI recently issued reports on domestic violence in France, Spain, and there is an upcoming report on the US.  

Thank you for your attention to protect women from violence.

Sincerely,

