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Torture Awareness Month: Messages for “Letters to the Editor”
Security should be a national priority, but torture does not contribute to
security.


  -  Torture endangers our soldiers by encouraging reciprocity.  Enemies will treat our soldiers with the same brutality shown to their side.


  -  Military experts have stated that information gained from torture is not necessarily useful or true.  A person being tortured will say anything to end their suffering.


  -  Government officials from across the political spectrum have denied that information from torture contributed to finding Osama Bin Laden, including: the White House, Senate ranking member on the Armed Services Committee John McCain (R-AZ), and Senate Intelligence Committee chairwoman Dianne Feinstein (D-CA).


  -  Torture is not just illegal and immoral; it is also ineffective and counterproductive, according to military experts.


Torture is the tool of dictators and tyrants.


  -  Water boarding was used in the Spanish Inquisition, in the Cambodian Genocide by Pol Pot, and in the Second World War by both the Nazi Gestapo and Japanese soldiers.


  -  The United States was founded on the belief that individuals have the right to freedoms.


  -  As a democracy torture violates the values that we stand for.
We can help make sure the US doesn’t torture again by ensuring accountability.

- Under international law, there must be accountability for torture: a full investigation of allegations of torture, prosecution of those responsible for torture and remedy for torture victims.

- The case of Maher Arar illustrates a step that President Obama and Congress to help end torture. 

- Maher Arar was kidnapped by US authorities at JFK airport in 2002 and sent to Syria, where he was held for a year and tortured. He was released home to Canada, where the government apologized and paid him compensation—but the US has refused to do the same. 

- President Obama and Congress should apologize to Maher Arar and fulfill his right to remedy. 
