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Dear Col. Federov,

I am writing to express my grave concern for Sarabi Seyunov.  Sarabi has been charged in connection with an armed group’s attack on the city of Nalchik in Kabardino-Balkaria, North Caucasus, on 13 October 2005. Since his detainment Sarabi has contracted tuberculosis, allegedly due to his deliberate placement with a TB-positive inmate. His condition has rapidly deteriorated and he has not received adequate medical treatment.  Sarabi is now unable to attend his long-awaited trial.

Sarabi Seyunov was first suspected of having contracted TB two years ago. Although he has been complaining of deteriorating health since, Sarabi was neither diagnosed with TB, nor received treatment for it until November 2011. Sarabi’s cellmates have repeatedly stated, including in court, that Sarabi Seyunov was feeling poorly and coughing blood.

I am deeply disturbed by reports that Sarabi Seyunov and his inmates might have been deliberately exposed to tuberculosis, and that they continue to be denied access to adequate medical care. I call on you to ensure that Sarabi is given all necessary medical care immediately, and to investigate allegations that Sarabi and his co-defendants have been subjected to torture and other ill-treatment. Furthermore, in accordance with the UN Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Imprisonment or Detention, I urge you to respond to Sarabi Seyunov’s requests for an independent medical examination. As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, the Russian Federation is under particular obligation to uphold this body of principles and is charged with the responsibility of protecting populations from crimes against humanity. 

In closing, I respectfully entreat you to consider replacing detention with a different form of pre-trial restriction, particularly in light of the fact that Sarabi Seyunov is now unable to attend court hearings with other co-defenders due to his ill-heath, and his case has now been removed into a separate criminal proceeding and suspended. 
Thank you in advance for your immediate attention to this urgent matter.  I look forward to learning the outcome.

Sincerely,

Copy to:

Ambassador Sergey I. Kislyak

Embassy of the Russian Federation

2641 Tunlaw Road NW

Washington DC 20007

Phone: 1 202 298 5700

Fax: 1 202 298 5735 

Email: russianembassy@mindspring.com

AIUSA, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Washington DC 20003     202.544.0200    202.675.8566 fax    uan@aiusa.org    amnestyusa.org/urgent

