
BANNED BOOKS WEEK 2011
Concerned readers can help Amnesty International 
assist writers, editors, publishers, librarians and 
others who suffer human rights abuses because 
of their work.

Amnesty International 
focuses impartially worldwide

on preventing and ending grave abuses 
of the rights to physical & mental integrity,

freedom of conscience & expression, 
and freedom from discrimination, 
while promoting all human rights.

Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights

Article 19: Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive, 
and impart information and ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers.

[please sign, detach and mail the postcard below]

Yo
ur

 E
xc

el
le

nc
y,

I a
m

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 a

bo
ut

 u
ni

ve
rs

ity
 st

ud
en

t A
ay

at
 A

lq
or

m
oz

i, 
w

ho
 is

 b
ei

ng
 p

un
-

is
he

d 
be

ca
us

e 
sh

e 
re

ad
 h

er
 p

oe
m

 a
t a

 ra
lly

. S
he

 w
as

 se
nt

en
ce

d 
(1

2 
Ju

ne
 2

01
1)

 
to

 o
ne

 y
ea

r i
n 

pr
is

on
 a

nd
 a

lre
ad

y 
ha

s s
pe

nt
 se

ve
ra

l m
on

th
s i

n 
de

te
nt

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

M
ar

ch
 a

nd
 Ju

ly
 2

01
1.

 A
lth

ou
gh

 h
er

 re
le

as
e 

is
 m

os
t w

el
co

m
e,

 h
er

 le
ga

l s
ta

tu
s 

re
qu

ire
s c

la
rifi

ca
tio

n.
 P

le
as

e 
ad

vi
se

 y
ou

r g
ov

er
nm

en
t t

o 
re

m
ov

e 
an

y 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
be

en
 a

tta
ch

ed
 to

 h
er

 re
le

as
e,

 to
 a

nn
ul

 h
er

 c
on

vi
ct

io
n,

 a
nd

 to
 d

ro
p 

an
y 

pe
nd

in
g 

ch
ar

ge
s a

ga
in

st
 h

er
. I

t i
s a

ls
o 

im
po

rta
nt

 fo
r t

he
 a

ut
ho

rit
ie

s t
o 

m
ak

e 
pu

b-
lic

 th
e 

re
su

lts
 o

f i
nv

es
tig

at
io

n 
in

to
 h

er
 a

lle
ga

tio
ns

 o
f t

or
tu

re
 o

r o
th

er
 il

l-t
re

at
m

en
t 

an
d 

to
 b

rin
g 

to
 ju

st
ic

e 
an

yo
ne

 re
sp

on
si

bl
e.

 

Pe
op

le
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 a
re

 e
ag

er
 fo

r e
vi

de
nc

e 
th

at
 y

ou
r c

ou
nt

ry
’s

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

w
ill

 u
ph

ol
d 

th
e 

rig
ht

s t
o 

fr
ee

do
m

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n,

 m
ov

em
en

t, 
an

d 
as

se
m

bl
y 

in
 B

ah
-

ra
in

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 th

e 
rig

ht
 to

 p
ea

ce
fu

l p
ro

te
st

.

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
is

 im
po

rta
nt

 m
at

te
r. 

					






   

   
   

   
Si

nc
er

el
y,

Yo
ur

 E
xc

el
le

nc
y,

I a
m

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 a

bo
ut

 u
ni

ve
rs

ity
 st

ud
en

t A
ay

at
 A

lq
or

m
oz

i, 
w

ho
 is

 b
ei

ng
 p

un
-

is
he

d 
be

ca
us

e 
sh

e 
re

ad
 h

er
 p

oe
m

 a
t a

 ra
lly

. S
he

 w
as

 se
nt

en
ce

d 
(1

2 
Ju

ne
 2

01
1)

 
to

 o
ne

 y
ea

r i
n 

pr
is

on
 a

nd
 a

lre
ad

y 
ha

s s
pe

nt
 se

ve
ra

l m
on

th
s i

n 
de

te
nt

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

M
ar

ch
 a

nd
 Ju

ly
 2

01
1.

 A
lth

ou
gh

 h
er

 re
le

as
e 

is
 m

os
t w

el
co

m
e,

 h
er

 le
ga

l s
ta

tu
s 

re
qu

ire
s c

la
rifi

ca
tio

n.
 P

le
as

e 
ad

vi
se

 y
ou

r g
ov

er
nm

en
t t

o 
re

m
ov

e 
an

y 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
be

en
 a

tta
ch

ed
 to

 h
er

 re
le

as
e,

 to
 a

nn
ul

 h
er

 c
on

vi
ct

io
n,

 a
nd

 to
 d

ro
p 

an
y 

pe
nd

in
g 

ch
ar

ge
s a

ga
in

st
 h

er
. I

t i
s a

ls
o 

im
po

rta
nt

 fo
r t

he
 a

ut
ho

rit
ie

s t
o 

m
ak

e 
pu

b-
lic

 th
e 

re
su

lts
 o

f i
nv

es
tig

at
io

n 
in

to
 h

er
 a

lle
ga

tio
ns

 o
f t

or
tu

re
 o

r o
th

er
 il

l-t
re

at
m

en
t 

an
d 

to
 b

rin
g 

to
 ju

st
ic

e 
an

yo
ne

 re
sp

on
si

bl
e.

 

Pe
op

le
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 a
re

 e
ag

er
 fo

r e
vi

de
nc

e 
th

at
 y

ou
r c

ou
nt

ry
’s

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

w
ill

 u
ph

ol
d 

th
e 

rig
ht

s t
o 

fr
ee

do
m

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n,

 m
ov

em
en

t, 
an

d 
as

se
m

bl
y 

in
 B

ah
-

ra
in

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 th

e 
rig

ht
 to

 p
ea

ce
fu

l p
ro

te
st

.

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
is

 im
po

rta
nt

 m
at

te
r. 

					






   

   
   

   
Si

nc
er

el
y,

BANNED BOOKS WEEK 2011
Concerned readers can help Amnesty International 
assist writers, editors, publishers, librarians and 
others who suffer human rights abuses because 
of their work.

Amnesty International 
focuses impartially worldwide

on preventing and ending grave abuses 
of the rights to physical & mental integrity,

freedom of conscience & expression, 
and freedom from discrimination, 
while promoting all human rights.

Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights

Article 19: Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive, 
and impart information and ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers.
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BANNED BOOKS WEEK 2011
Selected Amnesty International Cases for Action:

BAHRAIN: Aayat Alqormozi, poet at risk of prison
CHINA: Nurmemet Yasin, poet & story writer in prison
IRAN: Isa Saharkhiz, imprisoned editor & commentator
SRI LANKA: Prageeth Eknaligoda, disappeared writer
SUDAN: Abuzar Al Amin, detained newspaper editor
VIET NAM: Nguyen Van Ly, imprisoned publisher

PAST BANNED BOOKS WEEK (1990-2010)
prisoner releases:
62 men and women —

bloggers, commentators, critics, dramatists, editors, 
journalists, leafleters, novelists, poets, readers, scholars, 

songwriters, sportswriters — 
in Azerbaijan, Burundi, Cambodia, Chile, China, Cuba, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Kuwait, Liberia, Malawi, Maldives, Mexico, 
Morocco, Myanmar, Nigeria, Peru, South Korea, Sri Lanka, 
Syria, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, and 
Vietnam . . .  

For information about how you can help:
AIUSA - 5 Penn Plaza, 16th Flr, New York, NY 10001

Tel: 212-807-8400           
www.amnestyusa.org/bannedbooks/
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