Presidente Porfirio Lobo Sosa
Despach Presidencial

Casa Presidencial 
Boulevard Juan Pablo Segundo
Tegucigalpa 
HONDURAS

Fax: 011 504 232 1666
Dear President Lobo:

I am writing to you out of deep concern for the leaders and members of Garífuna community in the village of San Juan Tela, who have been subject to a campaign of harassment.  They have been attacked, threatened and intimidated in an apparent attempt to force them to hand over land that they have occupied for generations to a real estate company, which has proposed to build a tourist resort in the area.  I am concerned that the lives and physical safety of the leaders and members of this community are in danger.

Jessica García, one of the leaders of the Garífuna community, has been targeted on a number of occasions in an apparent attempt to force her to hand over the ownership of the community's land to the real estate company.  On 22 June 2006, an unidentified man approached her and offered her money if she signed a document stating that community land belonged to the owner of the real estate company.  When she refused he produced a gun and threatened to kill her and her children, thus forcing her to sign.  Wilfredo Guerrero, another community leader, has also suffered intimidation and harassment.  In 2002 Wilfredo Guerrero was arrested by the police and accused of illegally seizing land and threatening employees of the real state company.  In November 2005 an arson attack destroyed Wilfredo’s house.  All his possessions were burned along with community documents relating to the claim for land titles. I am alarmed that no one has been brought to justice for these incidents.
I respectfully urge you to take immediate steps to provide all necessary protection to the leaders and members of Garífuna community of San Juan Tela, in strict accordance with their wishes.  I also call on you to carry out a thorough, swift and impartial investigation into the threats and harassment against leaders and members of the community, to make the results public, and to bring those responsible to justice.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.
Sincerely,

Copy to:

Ambassador Jorge Ramón Hernández Alcerro

Embassy of Honduras

3007 Tilden St. NW Suite 4M

Washington DC 20008

Fax: 1 202 966 9751

Email: lprado@hondurasemb.org
