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The elections of 2012 present a great opportunity to make human rights a part of the public debate and improve human rights protections. As a supporter of Amnesty International USA, you can play an important role in highlighting a variety of important human rights issues. We encourage you to raise Amnesty International’s human rights concerns online, in print or broadcast media, or in public environments such as political rallies, debates, press conferences, as long as you follow guidelines below. 
As a nonprofit, nonpartisan, international human rights organization with a tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) status, AIUSA neither supports nor opposes any political party or any candidate for public office, and AIUSA does not seek to influence elections. Consistent with that status, we ask you to follow these guidelines. 
Do’s and Don’ts

Amnesty International seeks to provide public information and education on a broad range of human rights issues.   Founded as a human rights organization in 1961, Amnesty International has a long history of working on a wide variety of human rights issues.  We have prepared a series of questions on several important human rights issues.  If you choose to raise these human rights issues from the perspective of Amnesty International USA, here are some helpful pointers: 
· Do not indicate support or opposition for any political candidate or party. This is critical. 
· Do introduce AIUSA as a nonpartisan organization that monitors over 150 countries and territories around the world and a variety of issues, including the crisis in the Middle East and North Africa, torture, the death penalty, violence against women, and prisoners of conscience. 

· Do try to adhere closely to the script below if you identify yourself as being part of Amnesty International.

· Do thank the candidate for his or her response.

· Do not follow up with opinions and commentary after the candidates responds to your question(s).

Background Information for Activists

Although it spends more than any other country on health care, the United States ranks 50th in the world in terms of maternal deaths -- behind nearly all European countries as well as several countries in Asia and the Middle East.  The risk of maternal death is three to four times higher for black women, and twice as high for women living in low income areas.  For over two decades, the United States has failed to improve the abysmal rates of preventable maternal deaths, despite pledges to do so.  

Mothers die not because the United States cannot provide good care, but because it lacks the political will to make sure good care is available to all women.

Urgent and comprehensive federal leadership is required, as Amnesty International  reports have found numerous systemic failures, including the following:

•    Obstacles to care are widespread, even though the United States spends more on health care than any other country and more on pregnancy and childbirth-related hospital costs, $98 billion, than any other type of hospital care.
•    Nearly 13 million women of reproductive age (15 to 44), or one in five, have no health insurance. Minorities account for just under one-third of all women in the United States (32 percent) but over half (51 percent) of uninsured women.
•    One in four women do not receive adequate prenatal care, starting in the first trimester. The number rises to about one in three for African American and Native American women.
•    Burdensome bureaucratic procedures in Medicaid enrollment substantially delay access to vital prenatal care for pregnant women seeking government-funded care.  
•    A shortage of health care professionals is a serious obstacle to timely and adequate care, especially in rural areas and inner cities. In 2011, 67 million people were living in "provider shortage areas" for primary care (which includes maternal care).
•    Many women do not have the information or opportunity to participate in decisions about their care and the risks of interventions such as inducing labor or cesarean sections. Cesarean sections now make up one-third of all deliveries in the United States – twice as high as recommended by the World Health Organization. 
•    The number of maternal deaths is significantly understated because of a lack of effective data collection in the United States, and because there is no requirement to separately report pregnancy-related deaths.
Amnesty International is calling on the Department of Health and Human Services and on Congress to take immediate steps to ensure the prioritization and coordination of efforts targeted to ensuring that all women have access to timely and quality care before, during, and after pregnancy.  Urgent steps must include prioritizing the elimination of racial disparities; expanding comprehensive, nationwide data collection and review of maternal mortality and complications; establishing performance measures to create benchmarks and publicly available information; and ensuring evidence-based care, including protocols to improve providers’ ability to prevent, recognize and respond to complications that cause deaths.
Sample Question

Hi my name is ---- and I am (your role) with Amnesty International USA. Amnesty International is a grassroots human rights organization with more than 3 million members worldwide, including 300,000 in the United States. Maternal health care is failing women in this country.  The United States ranks 50th in the world in maternal mortality. Every year more than 34,000 women in the United States nearly die, and 1 million women suffer pregnancy-related complications, despite multi-billion dollar outlays in health care costs. Minorities, those living in poverty, Native American and immigrant women, and those who speak little or no English are particularly affected. 
As president, how would you fight the scourge of maternal mortality in the United States? 

(Candidate responds)

Thank you, I appreciate your response. 

or

Thank you, we will agree and disagree at times on various issues but I do appreciate your response. 
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