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The elections of 2012 present a great opportunity to make human rights a part of the public debate and advance human rights. As a supporter of Amnesty International USA, you can play an important role in highlighting a variety of important human rights issues. We encourage you to raise Amnesty International’s human rights concerns online, in print or broadcast media, or in public environments such as political rallies, debates and press conferences, following the guidelines below. 

As a nonprofit, nonpartisan, international human rights organization with a tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) status, AIUSA neither supports nor opposes any political party or any candidate for public office and AIUSA does not seek to influence elections. Consistent with that status, we ask you to follow these guidelines. 

Do’s and Don’ts

Amnesty International has worked to provide public information and education on a broad range of human rights issues since its founding in 1961.  We have prepared a series of questions on several important human rights issues.  If you choose to raise these human rights issues from the perspective of Amnesty International USA, here are some helpful pointers: 

· Do not indicate support or opposition for any political candidate or party. This is critical. 

· Do introduce AIUSA as a nonpartisan organization that monitors more than 150 countries and territories around the world and a variety of issues, including the uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa, torture, the death penalty, violence against women, and prisoners of conscience. 

· Do try to adhere closely to the script below if you identify yourself as being part of Amnesty International.

· Do thank the candidate for his or her response.

· Do not follow up with opinions and commentary after the candidate responds to your question(s).

Background Information for Activists

Around the world, the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people are violated daily. People are beaten, imprisoned and killed by their own governments simply because of who they are.  There are still more than 80 countries with sodomy laws; punishment can include flogging, imprisonment, and in about a dozen jurisdictions, even the death penalty. LGBT people, or who are perceived as such, are also routinely the victims of harassment, discrimination and violence. Many of those who speak up for LGBT rights—regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity—are themselves persecuted with impunity. 

Uganda, a country with a terrible LGBT human rights record, has proposed legislation that will further cultivate the culture of discrimination against LGBT people and supporters of LGBT rights. The bill proposes a 3-year sentence for anyone failing to report “homosexuals,” a life sentence for anyone participating in “homosexual activity” and the death sentence for “aggravated homosexuality.” The bill also imposes a 7-year sentence for providing assistance or protection to LGBT individuals, making the work of human rights activists and public health professionals extremely dangerous.

In another example of the persecution of people perceived to identify as LGBT, Cameroon has jailed Jean-Claude Roger Mbede for 3 years on suspicion of homosexuality, which is criminalized under the Cameroonian Penal Code. Jean-Claude is currently serving his sentence in a prison, where he is at risk of homophobic attacks and ill-treatment by fellow inmates or prison authorities. In addition, the prison conditions are harsh, with inmates suffering overcrowding, poor sanitation and inadequate food. 

In the United States, LGBT people continue to face endemic police abuse, sometimes amounting to torture and ill-treatment. AI’s 2005 report, Stonewalled: Police abuse and misconduct against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in the US, reveals serious and widespread patterns of police abuse, including abusive language and threats, beatings and rape, use of excessive force and profiling and discriminatory enforcement of certain laws and ordinances against LGBT people. These abuses are motivated by homophobia and transphobia, and are often compounded by racism and other forms of discrimination. AI’s findings strongly indicate that within the LGBT community, transgender people, people of color, young people, sex workers and immigrants experience a heightened risk for police abuse. The report shows that even for serious abuses, officers are seldom held accountable, which breeds a culture of impunity.

LGBT people in the United States still face legal discrimination.  Amnesty International believes that all people, regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity, have the right to be equal under the law and the right to exercise their full range of human rights, without exception.  LGBT people are still not protected from employment discrimination and do not have the same rights to marry as heterosexuals.  Marriage between individuals of the same sex is an issue of fundamental human rights, the basis of which is enshrined in Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
  Amnesty International believes that the denial of equal recognition of same-sex relationships prevents many people from accessing a range of other rights, such as rights to housing and social security, and stigmatizes those relationships in ways that can fuel discrimination and other human rights abuses against people based on their sexual orientation or gender identity.
To fulfill its human rights obligations Amnesty International recommends that the U.S. government recognizes, promotes and protects the human rights of LGBT people as fully embedded in international human rights law and norms, including the international conventions to which the United States is a party.  In addition, AI asserts that the U.S. government must continue to condemn all human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity, in the United States and around the world, and give such violations the same consideration and concern as all other types of human rights violations based on other grounds.  The U.S. government should support global efforts to decriminalize homosexuality and work towards LGBT equality.  

To improve LGBT rights domestically, federal, state and local authorities should bar discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity (or expression) in all areas of life, such as housing, employment, health services, education and public accommodations.  The U.S. government should pass and enact the Employment Non-Discrimination Act to protect the LGBT community against employment discrimination, repeal the so-called Defense of Marriage Act, and recognize marriage equality.  To ensure that those who violate the rights of LGBT people are brought to justice, law enforcement authorities must investigate thoroughly and impartially all cases of alleged police abuse against LGBT people, and officers found guilty must be appropriately disciplined or punished.  Additionally, police departments and government officials must institute policing and policy reforms, including the creation of effective accountability mechanisms, establishment of mandatory comprehensive LGBT-sensitivity training, vigorous investigation and prosecution of hate crimes and search and detention policies that ensure the safety of transgender individuals, and others.
Sample Question

Hi my name is _________ and I am [your role] with Amnesty International USA, a grassroots human rights organization with more than 3 million members worldwide, including 300,000 in the United States. I strongly support lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender human rights.  LGBT people around the world face widespread abuse and discrimination, sometimes amounting to torture and ill-treatment.  And here in the United States, I am concerned that our government continues to fail to take positive steps—such as repealing the so-called Defense of Marriage Act and passing the Employment Non-Discrimination Act—to advance the human rights of LGBT people.  

As president, what would you do to help advance the human rights of LGBT people in the United States and globally?
(Candidate responds)

Thank you, I appreciate your candid response. 

Or
Thank you, we will agree and disagree at times on various issues but I do appreciate your response. 

� “Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.” Article 16, Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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