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Abolish the Death Penalty

The elections of 2012 present a great opportunity to make human rights a part of the public debate and improve human rights protections. As a supporter of Amnesty International USA, you can play an important role in highlighting a variety of important human rights issues. We encourage you to raise Amnesty International’s human rights concerns online, in print or broadcast media, or in public environments such as political rallies, debates, press conferences, as long as you follow guidelines below. 
As a nonprofit, nonpartisan, international human rights organization with a tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) status, AIUSA neither supports nor opposes any political party or any candidate for public office, and AIUSA does not seek to influence elections. Consistent with that status, we ask you to follow these guidelines. 
Do’s and Don’ts

Amnesty International seeks to provide public information and education on a broad range of human rights issues.   Founded as a human rights organization in 1961, Amnesty International has a long history of working on a wide variety of human rights issues.  We have prepared a series of questions on several important human rights issues.  If you choose to raise these human rights issues from the perspective of Amnesty International USA, here are some helpful pointers: 
· Do not indicate support or opposition for any political candidate or party. This is critical. 
· Do introduce AIUSA as a nonpartisan organization that monitors over 150 countries and territories around the world and a variety of issues, including the crisis in the Middle East and North Africa, torture, the death penalty, violence against women, and prisoners of conscience. 

· Do try to adhere closely to the script below if you identify yourself as being part of Amnesty International.

· Do thank the candidate for his or her response.

· Do not follow up with opinions and commentary after the candidate responds to your question(s).

Background Information for Members

Amnesty International considers the death penalty to be the ultimate irreversible denial of human rights.  Today 139 countries have abolished the death penalty in law or practice, and only 23 countries carried out executions in 2010.  The vast majority of executions that year took place in five countries: China, Iran, North Korea, Yemen, and the United States. In contrast to the global trend toward abolition, the United States has executed more than 1,200 people since 1977, and, as of January 2011, some 3,250 men and women were on death row. 

In the United States, over 135 people have been exonerated from death row since 1973, but the death penalty has most likely claimed innocent lives.  The death penalty also costs considerably more than the alternative of life in prison, and diverts valuable resources from meaningful victim’s services and from genuine crime control measures such as drug treatment programs, education, and mental health care.  Over 75% of the people executed since 1977 were convicted of killing white victims, although people of color make up more than half of all homicide victims. Almost every person sentenced to death could not afford their own attorney.

Of the more than 1,200 individuals who have been put to death since 1977, dozens have had histories of serious mental impairment, either before the crimes for which they were convicted, or at the time of their execution. As a minimum first step toward ending the human rights violations inherent in capital punishment, the United States should halt the execution of people with serious mental illness.  

Sample Question

Hi my name is ---- and I am a member of Amnesty International USA. Amnesty International is a grassroots human rights organization with more than 3 million members worldwide, including over 300,000 in the United States. I am concerned about the death penalty, especially since over 125 people have been exonerated from death row since the death penalty was reinstated in the United States.  
If elected, what would you do to reform the criminal justice system to ensure that no innocent people are executed?  Would you support abolition of the death penalty in the United States?
(Candidate responds)

Thank you, I appreciate your candid response. 

or

Thank you, we will agree and disagree at times on various issues but I do appreciate your response.
 or
Sample Question 
Hi my name is ---- and I am a member of Amnesty International USA. Amnesty International is a grassroots human rights organization with more than 3 million members worldwide and more than 300,000 in the United States.  I am concerned about the death penalty, especially when it involves mentally ill offenders. In 2002, the Supreme Court determined in Atkins v. Virginia that executing a mentally retarded individual amounted to “cruel and unusual punishment”. 

If elected, would you pursue policies to ensure that mentally ill individuals are exempt from executions and would you seek other reforms to the capital punishment system to reflect human rights standards? 

(Candidate responds)

Thank you, I appreciate your candid response. 

or

Thank you, we will agree and disagree at times on various issues but I do appreciate your response. 
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