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LGBT Rights are Human Rights! 

>jkbpqv Fkqbok^qflk^i$p Mofab >`qflk Drfab7 

Key Actions, Issue Briefs & Talking Points 

 

ACTIONÆINTERNATIONAL 

Stop Discrimination and Criminalization in BOTSWANA 

ACTIONÆINTERNATIONAL 

Support LGBT Activists in UGANDA 

ACTIONÆUNITED STATES 

Support Respect for Marriage Act; Repeal Defense of Marriage Act 

Amnesty International Resources: 

Organizing Tips & Overview of Resources 

Amnesty International Resources 

Pride Slogans, Handbills, Sticker Template, Rally Sign & more  
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In June 1969, people rioted to protest police brutality against LGBT people centered around the Stonewall Inn (a gay bar) in 

New York City.  This act of resistance helped to galvanize the LGBT community and their allies across the U.S., giving birth to 

the modern LGBT rights movement.  This event has since been commemorated annually in many U.S. and international com-

munities with festivals and marches. 
 

Eleven years ago on June 2nd, President Clinton proclaimed the month of June to be Pride month, and in 2009, President 

Obama did the same.  Pride, however, is more than a political statement - it is a celebration of LGBT community. Over the 

years, Pride celebrations have grown from small grassroots events to major city-wide events.  Many corporations have spon-

sored events and more and more religious groups have also participated in celebrations. 
 

Pride events are primarily a place where LGBT communities celebrate who they are and create positive visibility for a                      

community that has suffered greatly under a cloak of invisibility.  Some events feature over-the-top costumes, drag, dance   

music and so forth.  Pride is not a ñwallflowerò event!  But, many simply show up in their shorts and t-shirts to see whatôs going 

on or to add their support.   
 

Overall, Pride events are significant opportunities to campaign on behalf of human rights for all LGBT people! 
 

WHAT IS PRIDE? 

Dear Activist, 
 

Thank you for joining your communityôs Pride activities this year!  Showing your support for your local LGBT (Lesbian, Gay,  

Bisexual and Transgender) community, which still strives to realize equality and human rights, is so important.   
 

Amnesty continues to work for the human rights of all people, including LGBT people.  It is very important that we continue to 

demonstrate our support for LGBT rights as human rights. As such, we have organized this activist resource packet for          

Amnesty members who want to take action on these issues, particularly during activities happening in Pride Month (June).  

THANK YOU! 

So, grab your Amnesty banner and print out the activist tools in this packet and have fun      

celebrating and promoting the human rights of all people!  At any time, please visit 

www.aiusa.org/lgbt for more information on or website or contact your local Amnesty                   

International USA office (see page 19 for contact information!).    



 
LGBT PRIDE 2011: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 

and Transgender Rights are Human Rights! 
 

ACTIVIST RESOURCE PACKET 

4 

>JKBPQV FKQBOK>QFLK>I$P ID?Q MOFAB QLLIHFQ 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Rights are Human Rights 

LGBT RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS! 

Individuals who identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual, those who engage in same-sex sexual relations               

without adopting an associated identity and transgender people live in a context of the prevailing primacy 

given to heterosexuality and adherence to the acceptance of only two fixed gender roles of male or       

female. In transgressing these norms, they risk discrimination, exclusion and at times violent attack. 
 

In most countries, consensual sexual relations between individuals of the same sex remain socially taboo, 

are therefore discriminated against and are sometimes explicitly or indirectly criminalized. Laws                     

criminalizing homosexuality encourage the dehumanization of lesbians and gay men by effectively              

making that aspect of their identity illegal.  
 

In the 60 years since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, at a time when                  

homosexuality was even more widely criminalized than it is now, the UN has made significant              

developments in promoting and protecting human rights and sexual orientation and gender identity. 
 

The UN Human Rights Committee has affirmed that no individual can be denied the enjoyment of the 

rights protected by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, including equality before the 

law and equal protection of the law, because of their sexual orientation. Similar affirmations that the 

principle of non-discrimination includes discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation have been 

made by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the Rights of the 

Child and the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.  The Human Rights Committee now routinely      

requests information regarding the steps taken by states to prevent, address, and prohibit discrimination 

on grounds of sexual orientation. It urges states not only to repeal laws criminalizing homosexuality but 

also to enshrine the prohibition of discrimination based on sexual orientation into their constitutions or 

other fundamental laws. 
 

Since 1991, Amnesty International has committed itself to campaigning for the release of anyone       

imprisoned solely because of homosexuality, considering such imprisonment to be a grave violation of 

human rights. Amnesty International regards people detained or imprisoned under such laws to be pris-

oners of conscience and calls for their immediate and unconditional release. 
 

Amnesty International further calls on states to reaffirm that exceptions to the universality of rights                   

protections are unacceptable; to condemn human rights abuses on the basis of sexual orientation and              

gender identity or expression; and to respect, protect, and fulfill the human rights of all persons, without 

discrimination of any kind.  
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LGBT RIGHTS: The Yogyakarta Principles 

In November 2006, a group of 29 international human rights experts, including a former United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, UN independent experts, current and former members of human rights treaty 

bodies, judges, academics and human rights defenders, met in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, and affirmed a set of                 

principles drawing on legally binding international human rights law to address the application of a broad range of 

international human rights standards to issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. The Yogyakarta Principles 

on the Application of International Human Rights Law in Relation to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity,             

provide a universal guide to applying international human rights law to abuses experienced by lesbians, gay men, 

bisexual and transgender people to ensure the universal reach of human rights protections. For more information, 

please visit: www.yogyakartaprinciples.org. 
 

Preamble: The Preamble acknowledges human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity, 

establishes the relevant legal framework, and provides definitions of key terms. 
 

Rights to Universal Enjoyment of Human Rights, Non-Discrimination and Recognition before the Law: Principles    

1-3 set out the principles of the universality of human rights and their application to all persons without discrimi-

nation, as well as the right of all people to recognition before the law. 
 

Example: Laws criminalizing homosexuality violate the international right to non-discrimination (decision of the UN                  

Human Rights Committee).   
 

Rights to Human and Personal Security: Principles 4 -11 address fundamental rights to life, freedom from violence 

and torture, privacy, access to justice and freedom from arbitrary detention. 
 

Example: The death penalty continues to be applied for consensual adult sexual activity between persons of the same sex, 

despite UN resolutions emphasizing that capital punishment may not be imposed for this reason. 
 

Economic, Social & Cultural Rights: Principles 12 -18 highlight the importance of non -discrimination in the                     

enjoyment of economic, social & cultural rights, including employment, accommodation, education and health. 
 

Example: Lesbian and transgender women are at increased risk of discrimination, homelessness and violence (report of 

UN Special Rapporteur on adequate housing). 
 

Rights to Expression, Opinion and Association: Principles 19 to 21 emphasize the importance of the freedom 

ql bumobpp lkbpbic) lkb$p fabkqfqv ^ka lkb$p pbur^ifqv) tfqelrq Pq^qb fkqbocbobk`b _^pba lk pbur^i lofbkq^qflk lo 

gender identity, including the rights to participate peaceably in public assemblies and events and otherwise          

associate in community with others. 
 

Example:  A peaceful gathering to promote equality on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity was banned 

by authorities, and participants were harassed and intimidated by police and extremist nationalist shouting slogans such 

^p ¦Ibq$p dbq qeb c^dp´ ^ka ¦Tb$ii al ql vlr te^q Efqibo afa tfqe Gbtp´ (report of the UN Special Rapporteur on                     

contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia & related intolerance).  
 

http://www.yogyakartaprinciples.org
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LGBT RIGHTS: The Yogyakarta Principles (continued) 

Freedom of Movement and Asylum: Principles 22 and 23 highlight the rights of persons to seek asylum from               

persecution based on sexual orientation or gender identity. 
 

Example:  Refugee protection should be accorded to persons facing a well-founded fear of persecution based on sexual 

orientation (Guidelines of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees). 
 

Rights of Participation in Cultural and Family Life : Principles 24 -26 address the rights of persons to participate in 

family life, public affairs and the cultural life of their community, without discrimination based on sexual                       

orientation or gender identity. 
 

Example:  States have an obligation not to discriminate between different-sex and same-sex relationships in allocating 

m^oqkbopefm _bkbcfqp pr`e ^p prosfslop$ mbkpflkp %ab`fpflk lc qeb RK Erj^k Ofdeqp @ljjfqqbb&+  

 

Rights of Human Rights Defenders: Principle 27 recognizes the right to defend and promote human rights without 

discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, and the obligation of States to ensure the                       

protection of human rights defenders working in these areas. 
 

Example:  Erj^k ofdeqp abcbkabop tlohfkd lk pbur^i lofbkq^qflk ^ka fabkqfqv fpprbp tloiatfab ¦e^sb _bbk qeob^qbkba8 

their houses and offices raided, they have been attacked, tortured, sexually abused, tormented by regular death threats 

^ka bsbk hfiiba¶+Xlc `lk`bokZ fp ^k ^ijlpq `ljmibqb i^`h lc pboflrpkbpp tfqe tef`e pr`e `^pbp ^ob qob^qba _v qeb        

`lk`bokba ^rqelofqfbp+´ %obmloq lc qeb Pmb`f^i Obmobpbkq^qfsb lc qeb RK Pb`obq^ov-General on Human Rights Defenders). 
 

Rights of Redress and Accountability: Principles 28 and 29 affirm the importance of holding rights violators     

accountable, and ensuring appropriate redress for those who face rights violations. 
 

Example:  Qeb RK Efde @ljjfppflkbo clo Erj^k Ofdeqp e^p bumobppba `lk`bok ^_lrq ¦fjmrkfqv clo `ofjbp lc sflibk`b 
^d^fkpq ID?Q mboplkp´ ^ka ¦qeb obpmlkpf_fifqv lc qeb Pq^qb ql buqbka bccb`qfsb molqb`qflk+´ Qeb Efde @ljjfppflkbo klqbp 

qe^q ¦bu`irafkd ID?Q fkafsfar^ip colj qebpb molqb`qflkp `ib^oiv sfli^qbp fkqbok^qflk^i erj^k ofdeqp i^t ^p tbii ^p qeb 

`ljjlk pq^ka^oap lc erj^kfqv qe^q abcfkb rp ^ii+´ 
 

Additional Recommendations: The Principles set out 16 additional recommendations to national human rights in-

stitutions, professional bodies, funders, NGOs, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN agencies, treaty 

bodies, Special Procedures, and others. 
 

Example:  The Principles conclude by recognizing the responsibility of a range of actors to promote and protect human 

rights and to integrate these standards into their work. A joint statement delivered at the UN Human Rights Council by 54 

Pq^qbp colj clro lc qeb cfsb RK obdflkp lk . Ab`bj_bo /--3) rodbp qeb Erj^k Ofdeqp @lrk`fi ql ¦m^v arb ^qqbkqflk ql 

erj^k ofdeqp sfli^qflkp _^pba lk pbur^i lofbkq^qflk ^ka dbkabo fabkqfqv´ ^ka `ljjbkap qeb tloh lc `fsfi pl`fbqv fk qefp 

^ob^) ^ka `^iip rmlk ¦^ii Pmb`f^i Mol`barobp ^ka qob^qv _lafbp ql `lkqfkrb ql fkqbdo^qb `lkpfabo^qflk lc erj^k ofdeqp sfl*

lations based on sexual orientation and gender identity within their relevant mandates+´ As this statement recognizes, 

affirmed by the Yogyakarta Principles, effective human rights protection truly is the responsibility of all.  
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TAKE ACTION AT YOUR PRIDE EVENT! 

 

Ã 

 

Ã 

 

Ã   
 
 

 

 

 

ACTIONÆUNITED STATES 

Support Respect for Marriage Act; Repeal  Defense of Marriage Act 

pages  8-9 

ACTIONÆINTERNATIONAL 

Stop Discrimination and Criminalization in BOTSWANA 
pages  10-11 

ACTIONÆINTERNATIONAL 

Support LGBT Activists in UGANDA 

 pages  12-13 

Included in this PRIDE Toolkit are three key actions that Amnesty International has identifiedðboth domestic and international

ï that can help make a true impact on the lives of LGBT people everywhere.  Print out the following pages to bring to your 

PRIDE event and encourage your community to take action! 

Working along with many notable LGBT organizations, Amnesty International lends a human rights framework to the fight for 

full equality for LGBT people around the world.  Pride events are primarily celebrations, so learn a couple bullet points for our 

set of advocacy issues and practice giving a short pitch: you may not be able to get everyoneôs attention for too long!  This is a 

great opportunity to raise awareness on a handful of issues facing LGBT people globally and to encourage like-minded people 

to become AI members or renew their support for Amnesty International.   
 

So, hand out materials, rack up those signatures, and even sign up community members up to join your Amnesty group! 
 

Also visit our website: www.aiusa.org/lgbt  for more information & links to these actions online! 

V 

V 

V 

http://www.aiusa.org/lgbt
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ACTION:  Support Respect for Marriage Act 

ISSUE BRIEF 
 

The  Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) singles out lawfully married same-sex couples for unequal                    

treatment under federal law.  This law discriminates in two important ways.  First, Section 2 or DOMA 

purports to allow states to refuse to recognize valid civil marriages or same-sex couples.  Second, Section 

3 of the law carves all same-sex couples, regardless of their marital status, out of all federal statutes, 

regulations, and ruling applicable to all other married peopleÆthereby denying them over 1,100 federal 

benefits and protections.   
 

For example, legally married same-sex couples cannot file their taxes jointly, take unpaid leave to care for 

^ pf`h lo fkgroba pmlrpb) ob`bfsb pmlrp^i) jlqebo$p ^ka c^qebo$p) lo prosfsfkd pmlrpb _bkbcfqp rkabo Pl`f^i 

Security, or receive equal family health and pension benefits as federal civilian employees.   

 

The Respect for Marriage Act (RMA) repeals DOMA and restores the rights of all lawfully married         

couplesÆincluding same-sex couplesÆto receive the benefits of marriage under federal law.  The bill 

also provides same-sex couples with certainty that federal benefits and protections would flow from a 

valid marriage celebrated in a state where such marriages are legal, even if a couple moves or travels to 

another state.   
 

Under the RMA, same-sex couples and their families would be eligible for important federal benefits and 

molqb`qflkp pr`e ^p c^jfiv ^ka jbaf`^i ib^sb lo Pl`f^i Pb`rofqv pmlrp^i ^ka prosfslop$ _bkbcfqp) _rq qeb 

federal government could not grant state-level rights.  The bill does not  require states that have not yet 

enacted legal protections for same-sex couples to recognize a marriage, nor does it obligate any person, 

state or religious organization to celebrate or license a marriage between two persons of the same sex.   

 

The Respect for Marriage Act was introduced in the Senate by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and             

re-introduced in the House by Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-NY) on March 16, 2011.  (The Respect for Marriage 

Act is S. 598 and H.R. 1116).  
 

ACTION DETAILS 

Use the petition on the following page to collect signatures calling for the passage of the Respect for 

Marriage Act (RMA), which would in turn, repeal the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). 



Pass the Respect for                        

Marriage Act! 

¶ The Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) denies lesbian and gay couples over 1,000 federal protections that are 

guaranteed to all other married couplesÆdespite being committed to each other and paying taxes like                  

everyone else.   

NAME  (PLEASE PRINT)       SIGNATURE             EMAIL        KEEP ME INFORMED 

¶ The Respect for Marriage Act (RMA) would remedy this injustice by repealing DOMA and restoring the rights of 

all lawfully married couplesÆincluding same sex couplesÆto receive the benefits of marriage under federal 

law. Furthermore, the RMA would also provide same-sex couples with certainty that federal benefits and                 

protections would flow from a valid marriage celebrated in a state where such marriages are legal, even if a 

couple moves or travels to another state.   

Along with Amnesty International, the Human Rights Campaign and other human rights                        

organizations, we strongly support the passage of the Respect for Marriage Act.                                                
(S. 598; H.R. 1116)  
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ACTION: Stop Discrimination & Criminalization in BOTSWANA 

Urge President Khama to take a 

stand and use the political good 

will of his office to call for an end 

to criminalization of homosexuality 

in Botswana. 
 

Use the petition on the following 

page to collect signatures calling 

clo qeb obmb^i lc ?lqpt^k^$p Mbk^i 

Code Section 164Æor individual 

letters can be addressed directly to 

President Khama using the                      

information below. 

SAMPLE LETTER: 
 

Dear President Khama:  
 

Botswana is a strong voice for human rights and social justice in southern Africa 

and the entire continent. Your government frequently calls attention to abuses of 

power and anti-democratic practices. We call on you to support all persons in 

Botswana equally by urging a repeal of Penal Code Section 164, criminalizing     

homosexuality.  
 

Please join former President Mogae in calling for an end to this discrimination,  

realizing that marginalizing this section of the population increases challenges in 

lowering HIV and AIDS rates, in addition to depriving individuals of fundamental 

ofdeqp molqb`qba rkabo ?lqpt^k^$p @lkpqfqrqflk ^ka fkqbok^qflk^i i^t+  
 

Sincerely,  (signature) 

   Name (City, State) 

ISSUE BRIEF 
 

Botswana is a small country in southern Africa bordering several countries including South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

President Seretse Khama, in office since 2008, is a frequent critic of anti -democratic and human rights abuses 

occurring throughout Africa.  However, he is significantly less vocal regarding human rights concerns within                    

Botswana. 
 

Under Penal Code Section 164, homosexuality is criminalized in Botswana and punishable with prison time.                

Recently, Caine Youngman, founder of LGBT rights organization Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals of Botswana 

(LeGaBiBo), filed a lawsuit against the government of Botswana, challenging the constitutionality of this law. 

Youngman contends the law violates his fundamental rights and freedoms protected in the Botswana constitution. 
 

While a small country, as the largest diamond producing country in the world and a stable democracy, Botswana 

carries significant social weight in pressuring its neighbors to meet human rights standards. If Botswana were to 

decriminalize homosexuality like its neighbor South Africa and support its LGBT citizens, the social impact on the 

continent could be significant. It is important to encourage countries like Botswana to take these meaningful steps 

to recognize their human and civil right obligations. 

 

ACTION DETAILS 
 

 

 

SEND LETTERS TO: 
President Seretse Khama Ian Khama  

Private Bag 001  

Gaborone, Botswana  

*   op.registry@gov.bw  

*   soefile@gov.bw  

COPY TO: 
LeGaBiBo  

P O Box 402958  

Gaborone, Botswana  

*   mtabengwa@yahoo.com  

COPY TO: 
Ambassador H.E. Ms. Tebelelo Seretse  

Embassy of Botswana  

1531 New Hampshire Avenue Northwest 

Washington D.C., DC 20036-1203  

*   dradimapo@botswanaembassy.org  

mailto:op.registry@gov.bw
mailto:soefile@gov.bw
mailto:mtabengwa@yahoo.com
mailto:dradimapo@botswanaembassy.org


President Seretse Khama Ian Khama, 
 

I urge you to take a stand and use the political good will of your office to call for an end to                

criminalization of homosexuality in Botswana and repeal Botswana Penal Code Section 164. 

 

Fight For LGBT Rights 

In Botswana 

¶ Rkabo ?lqpt^k^$p Mbk^i @lab Pb`qflk .31) eljlpbur^ifqv fp `ofjfk^ifwba ^ka mrkfpe^_ib tfqe mofplk qfjb+ 

                 

 

Amnesty International urges you to support our call to President Khama to                        

end criminalization of homosexuality and repeal Botswana Penal Code 164 

NAME  (PLEASE PRINT)       SIGNATURE             EMAIL        KEEP ME INFORMED 

¶ Recently, the founder of LGBT rights organization Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals of Botswana                        

(LeGaBiBo) filed a lawsuit against the government, challenging the constitutionality of this law, 

contending it violates his fundamental rights and freedoms protected in the Botswana constitution. 
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ACTION: Support LGBT Activists in UGANDA 

ISSUE BRIEF 
 

Rd^ka^$p molmlpba >kqf-Homosexuality Bill is facing growing criticism, but remains a critical concern.  The 

_fii molmlpbp pljb lc qeb tloia$p qlrdebpq mrkfpejbkqp ^d^fkpq ID?Q mboplkp ^ka qelpb mbo`bfsba ql _b 

LGBT.  First proposed in the Ugandan Parliament in 2009, the Anti -Homosexuality Bill would effectively     

further institutionalize the discrimination of homosexuality.   
 

The bill proposes a 3-year prison sentence for anyone failing to report homosexuals; a life sentence for              

bkd^dfkd fk ¦eljlpbur^i ^`qfsfqv´8 ^ka qeb ab^qe pbkqbk`b clo ¦^ddo^s^qba eljlpbur^ifqv´+ Qeb _fii ^ipl    

imposes a 7-year sentence for providing protection or assistance to LGBT individuals, threatening the work of 

human rights activists and public health professionals.   
 

In recent years human rights organizations including Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch have 

documented cases of discrimination, arbitrary arrests, unlawful detention, and mistreatment on the basis of 

sexual orientation and gender identity in Uganda, and against activities exposing violations against the LGBT 

community.   
 

In late 2010, two editions of the Ugandan tabloid the Rolling Stone published, on the front page, the photos 

^ka mboplk^i fkcloj^qflk lc ..4 ^iibdba ]eljlpbur^ip$+  Lk G^kr^ov /3) /-..) ID?Q ^`qfsfpq A^sfa H^ql t^p 

brutally beaten and killed in his home.  Kato became well known when he successfully sued the Rolling Stone 

tabloid regarding the publications mentioned above.   
 

A local coalition made up of approximately 20 Ugandan organizations is the main voice in Uganda speaking 

out in support of LGBT rights with regard to the bill.   
 

 

ACTION DETAILS 
 

 Please sign this petition in solidarity with a local coalition made up of 20 Ugandan          

organizations serving as the main voice in Uganda speaking out in support of LGBT rights 

tfqe obd^oa ql Rd^ka^$p molmlpba >kqf-Homosexuality Bill.   

 

Use the petition on the following page to collect signatures expressing solidarity with the 

Ugandan coalition for LGBT rights, wishing them strength and hope in their courageous  

efforts to defend human rights in Uganda. 

 

 



 

Support LGBT Rights 

Activists in Uganda 

¶ Qeb bksfolkjbkq clo ID?Q ^`qfsfpqp fk Rd^ka^ e^p _b`ljb a^kdbolrp ^p qeb Rd^ka^k dlsbokjbkq$p Mbk^i 

Code criminalizes homosexuality.  

NAME  (PLEASE PRINT)       SIGNATURE             EMAIL        KEEP ME INFORMED 

¶ An Anti-Eljlpbur^ifqv ?fii fkqolar`ba fk M^oif^jbkq fk /--6 tlria mrq qeb ifsbp lc Rd^ka^$p ID?Q                  

community at riskÆfurther institutionalizing the discrimination against homosexuals.   

Amnesty International urges you to support a local coalition made up of approximately 20 

Ugandan organizations speaking out in support of LGBT rights with regard to the                     

Anti-Homosexuality Bill proposed in Uganda 

We write to express our solidarity with you and your colleagues.  We encourage the critical 

work that you continue to do in Uganda to uphold the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender people in the face of ongoing violence, harassment and persecution.   
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ORGANIZING TIPS & OVERVIEW OF RESOURCES 

 

15 
 

16-17  
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 

Suggested Slogans 
 

Quarter-page, double--sided handbills on LGBT human rights 
 

Love is a basic human right sticker template 
 

LGBT Rights are Human Rights! Rally Sign 
 

AIUSA Regional Contacts 

Here are just a few tips for organizing your own event or participating in an action in your local community:  
 

Make some Noise. If you are marching, it would be fun and engaging to lead the crowd in chants. You may also want 

to bring noise makers, whistles and things to beat to create a little noise.  

 

Visibility is Key. Alk]q clodbq vlro >jkbpqv _^kkboĎ J^hb pljb pfdkp) ^ka j^o`e ^ka,lo pbqrm ^ q^_ib tfqe pqf`hbop) 

handbills, petitions and background information. You are more likely to get petitions signed as you wait for the march 

to step off. You can have some people on the edges of your group hand out stickers and handbills.  

To make buttons, try: http://www.buttonsonline.com/ ; To make banners, try: www.bannersonthecheap.com/  

Visit local party stores or craft stores for more decorations and noise makers!  

 

Grow the Movement. The more people who become members of Amnesty International USA, the more capacity we 

will have to educate communities and make a change on critical human rights issues that matter. If you are tabling, 

ask your Regional Office for a stack of membership cards and Amnesty Magazines and other materials to hand out.    

Fc vlr$ob m^oq lc ^k >jkbpqv dolrmÆbring a sign-up sheet with information on when your group meets to give out to    

interested people.  This is a wonderful opportunity to bring in new AI members!  

 

Get help getting started.  Fc qefp fp vlro cfopq qfjb mrqqfkd qldbqebo lo m^oqf`fm^qfkd fk ^ Mofab bsbkq ^ka vlr]ob klq prob 

how to get started, contact your regional office and speak to a Field Organizer who can help you put together a                    

successful action. To contact your local office, visit page 19 in this packet, or visit www.amnestyusa.org/contact.   

 

Be prepared for the sun! We recommend that you wear sun screen, bring water and wear comfortable shoes.  

 

Alk$q _b pev) _rq hbbm fq peloq ^ka pfjmibĎ If you are collecting signatures on petitions you will need to get your pitch 

down to a short conversation. Often, working the crowd before a march is the best time to get people interested!  

Practice using basic talking points to communicate each action! 
 

On the following pages you will find:  
 
 

http://www.aiusa.org/contact
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Here are a collection of suggested slogans and chants for Pride events.  Feel free to come up with your 
own that focus on the fight for LGBT Human Rights! 
 
 

AMNESTY FIGHTS (BEAT, BEAT) FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (BEAT, BEAT) 
 
LGBT RIGHTS (BEAT, BEAT) ARE HUMAN RIGHTS (BEAT, BEAT) 
[you can repeat this chant substituting in ñlesbianò by itself, then on the next rounds, use 
ñgayò, then ñbisexualò, then ñtransò, then ñqueerò.  But have your group know the cycle so 
youôre in unison!] 
 
LOVE IS A HUMAN RIGHT!  (BEAT, BEATéBEAT, BEAT) [repeat] 
 
LEADER: WHAT DO WE WANT? 
GROUP: LGBT RIGHTS! * 
*[you can sub in ñhuman rightsò or a more specific term such as ñtrans rights,ò or ñgay rightsò] 
LEADER: WHEN DO WE WANT THEM? 
GROUP: NOW! 
 
THE WORLD SHOULD BE (BEAT, BEAT) TORTURE FREE! 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS (BEAT, BEAT), ARE MY PRIDE! 
 
For the (BEAT), try having the chant leader use a whistle, beat an upside down paint tub, clap 
or simply create pauses.  Be creative!! 

PRIDE 2011 SUGGESTED SLOGANS 
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Above: Riot police at parade.  Below: AI marchers. 
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Around the World and Here at Home: 

LGBT Rights are Human Rights! 
AI supports human rights defenders taking a visible stand in hostile 

environments, including new Pride events in eastern Europe. 
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OUR WORLD OUR RIGHTS! 
 

The United Nationõs Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

enshrines the rights recognized by the community of nations.   

 

LGBT rights include the right toé 

¶ life, liberty and security of person 

¶ freedom from torture and cruel, inhuman treatment 

¶ equal protection under the law 

¶ freedom from arbitrary arrest, detention or exile 

¶ seek asylum from persecution 

¶ marry and to found a family 

¶ work and protection against unemployment 

¶ an education that promotes understanding and tolerance  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Amnesty International to fights for these rights! 

 

Become a member today: 

 

www.amnestyusa.org/join  +  1-800-AMNESTY 
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AIUSA Resources  

For more information,               

updated contact and online 

actions, visit our website: 
www.amnestyusa.org/lgbt 

Connect on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/amnestyusa 

Stay current on our blog, 

Human Rights Now: 
http://blog.amnestyusa.org 


