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Amnesty International USA

JAPAN ISSUE BRIEF
Day 11 of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 2011


Tell Japan to Acknowledge the Abuse of Comfort Women! 

Women throughout the Asia Pacific region, “Comfort Women,” were sexually enslaved by the Japanese Imperial Army from around 1932 to the end of World War II. The vast majority of women enslaved were under the age of 20; some girls were as young as 12 when they were abducted. The Japanese Imperial Army used violence and deception to obtain women and girls. Survivors rarely spoke of their experiences and have suffered from physical and mental ill-health, isolation, shame and often extreme poverty as a result of their enslavement.
It was not until August 1991, forty-six years after the end of the war that Kim Hak-soon became the first survivor to speak publicly of her ordeal. Aged 74, her decision was based on having no living relatives to be affected by her past. She in turn inspired many other women to break their silence, including Lola Rosa Hensen, who spoke on television and radio in the Philippines in 1992 urging survivors not to feel ashamed and to come forward and demand justice.
The Japanese government has vigorously defended its legal position on this issue, persistently maintaining that post-war peace treaties have settled all issues of compensation. However, such treaties did not recognize the system of sexual slavery and did not provide for reparations for the individual victims. Amnesty International believes that the actions of the Japanese government in denying and obstructing justice only compound the human rights violations committed against women. If the government had acknowledged the crimes and provided the victims with reparations in a timely manner, they may have been able to address the mental and physical harm sustained and not have been forced to live in shame and poverty.
UN Treaty Bodies, including the Human Rights Committee, the Committee Against Torture, and the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, have all called on the government of Japan to provide justice to the “comfort women”.
On August 30th, the South Korean Constitutional Court ruled in a 6-3 vote that the South Korean government violated the rights of the survivors of Japan’s military sexual slavery system through its inaction on this issue. The court ruled that it is unconstitutional for the government to make no tangible efforts to settle disputes with Japan over its refusal to compensate Korean women survivors of Japan’s military sexual slavery system. The government of Korea responded to this by requesting a meeting in mid-August with counterparts in Japan to discuss the issue. The request was denied by the Japanese government.
As one of Amnesty International USA’s 16 priority countries within the 2011 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence, AIUSA is urging activists to show solidarity with the survivors of Japan’s military sexual slavery system by marking the 1000th anniversary of the Wednesday Demonstration on 14 December 2011 and call on the Japanese Prime Minister and the Japanese government to provide justice for these women. 
We call on the Japanese government to accept full responsibility for the “comfort women” system and publicly acknowledge the harm that these women suffered, restore the dignity of the survivors and publicly denounce sexual violence against women, whenever and wherever it occurs with a formal apology that is acceptable to the majority of ‘comfort women’ and their immediate relatives; adequate and effective compensation2 to the ‘comfort women’ or their immediate relatives; and an accurate account of the sexual slavery system appears in Japanese educational text books on the Second World War
Solidarity Event marking 1000th Wednesday Demonstration to call for justice
In Seoul, South Korea, the Korean Council for Women Drafted into Military Sexual Slavery has been holding a demonstration in front of the Japanese embassy every Wednesday since 8 January 1992. 14 December, 2011 will be the 1000th consecutive Wednesday Demonstration in Seoul, South Korea – this is a huge milestone and a great opportunity to show solidarity and support. Please organize peaceful solidarity demonstrations outside the Japanese Embassy or consulate in your country to coincide with the 16 Days of Activism or the 14 December anniversary. Organize the event with other women’s groups or youth groups and civil society to show broad support for justice for the survivors of Japan’s military sexual slavery system. 
To maximize media coverage, you may wish to create a symbolic vigil for the ‘comfort women’ and for all women victims of sexual violence in conflict. Keep in mind that the ‘comfort women’ movement is most often associated with butterfly motifs. 
Send an appeal via postcard! 

Use this postcard call on the Japanese Prime Minister to provide justice for the survivors of Japan’s military sexual slavery system.
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Find us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Amnesty-International-USA-Womens-Human-Rights-Network/137466436326319
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/AmnestyWomenRts
