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Amnesty International USA

EGYPT ISSUE BRIEF  

Day 7 of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 2011


 
Women, key participants in toppling the Mubarak regime, now demand their full rights in Egypt 
 
“There’s a problem… and it needs to be dealt with now because if not, we will be entering a phase where women are not involved in public life, in society, in politics and their roles will diminish if we don’t demand for them.”

-Female Egyptian lawyer 
and human rights activist

Egyptian women were instrumental in the “25 January Revolution” that overthrew the repressive regime of President Hosni Mubarak in early 2011.  And now, women in Egypt now face an unparalleled opportunity to shape their country and own destinies in a post-Mubarak, post-military-controlled Egypt.  Women in Egypt stood shoulder to shoulder with men to topple a regime notorious for its human rights abuses and yet, now that those leaders have been forced to step down, women are too often finding their calls for an equal seat at the table rejected.

Hopes for Egypt have remained high in a yet-fully-realized post-Mubarak democracy, perhaps none more so than for women’s rights.  After all, under Mubarak, women in Egypt ranked 125 out of 134 countries in gender equality.  They faced inequality and human rights violations in law and social practice and suffered from discrimination, violence, and sexual harassment.  The vast majority of Egyptian women have suffered harassment, and the harassers, often members of the state security forces, are almost never punished.  Women, while highly educated, make up only 30% of the workforce in Egypt, due in part to the discrimination and harassment they face.  The Egyptian penal code does not fully protect women from domestic violence, including marital rape. It also allows for leniency towards men who commit murder in “honor crimes”.
Yet, in a post-Mubarak Egypt, these conditions have not changed for women.  Even during the protests, when women were standing side-by-side with men and police who harassed and abused women, even at one point, rounding up female protestors and forcing them to undergo “virginity tests.”   And despite their courageous participation in the uprisings, immediately after the fall of President Hosni Mubarak, women saw their priority role being diminished.  Even as many women activists were arrested and put before military courts in unfair trials, key national committees planning constitutional and legislative reforms were for men only.
Amnesty International’s recent report, Women Demand Equality in Shaping New Egypt, details how hopes raised for women’s rights have not been fulfilled – and women are still being largely excluded from taking part in shaping their country’s future. It is crucial that the experiences, needs and views of women are integral to the process of change. Action needs to be taken now to ensure that women participate freely and in large numbers in the parliamentary elections scheduled for November 2011.
But Egyptian women keep showing signs of political strength, and Amnesty International’s Agenda for Human Rights Change supports them through calls for women’s full political participation, implementation of legal reforms to protect women from domestic violence, and guarantees of women’s economic, social and cultural rights, particularly in employment, access to health care and education.
While there are a number of pressing human rights issues in Egypt, women’s rights remains paramount not only to women in Egypt, but to the peace and stability of the entire country. There can be no true democracy without the full and equal participation of women in civil, political, and cultural society!

You can join Egyptian women in demanding equality; read Amnesty’s latest report and take action!
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