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Amnesty International USA
COTE D’IVOIRE ISSUE BRIEF

Day 13 of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 2011


Demand accountability for women and girls targeted for rape and violence by combatants and civilians. 

Since the beginning of the conflict in Côte d’Ivoire in September 2002, hundreds and possibly thousands, of women and girls have been victims of human rights violations including widespread and at times systematic rape, as well as other forms of sexual violence, committed by combatant forces or by civilians with close ties to these forces. Women have again been targeted after the resumption of the post electoral violence in December 2010 where both parties loyal to the outgoing President Laurent Gbagbo and the internationally recognized President Alassane Ouattara attacked women and girls, raping and beating them.

The scale of rape and sexual violence in Côte d’Ivoire during the armed conflict has been underestimated. Many women have been gang raped or have been abducted and forced into sexual slavery by fighters. Rape has often been used to humiliate the community to which women and girls belong and was often accompanied by the beating or further torture (including additional torture of a sexual nature) of the victim. Rape has been committed in public and in front of family members, including children. Some women have been raped next to the corpses of family members.  

Throughout this ten year crisis, women have been the forgotten victims of this conflict. The extent of the attacks launched against women and girls amount to crimes against humanity as they were directed against a civilian population as part of a widespread or systematic attack, and as part of a state or organizational policy. The Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court also characterizes these abuses as crimes against humanity.

Although rape is a crime in Côte d’Ivoire, the Ivorian Penal Code does not define “rape,” which could make it difficult for survivors to obtain effective remedies, including equal and effective access to justice. This absence of definition has prevented many women and their advocates to lodge complaints before the judiciary and seek reparation. 

Amnesty International believes it’s essential for this obstacle to be lifted and is calling on the authorities of Côte d’Ivoire to amend the Penal Code to define rape and other crimes of sexual violence in a way that is consistent with existing international law as a first step to allow rape survivors to have access to effective remedies and reparations.

As one of Amnesty International USA’s 16 priority countries within the 2011 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence, AIUSA is urging activists to write to Ivorian authorities appealing to them to amend without delay the Penal Code in order to define rape in accordance with international law. Targeting the Minister of Justice, write letters to the President and the Minister of Justice asking them to amend the Penal Code to define rape. 

Amnesty has extensively documented the violence committed against women and girls in a number of reports, which are linked here:

· Côte d'Ivoire: Voices of women and girls, forgotten victims of the conflict, 15 March 2007: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR31/002/2007/en

· Côte d'Ivoire: Targeting Women: the forgotten victims of the conflict, 15 March 2007: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR31/001/2007/en
· Côte d'Ivoire: 'They looked at his identity card and shot him dead': Six months of post-electoral violence in Côte d’Ivoire, 25 May 2011: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR31/002/2011/en
· Côte d'Ivoire: "We want to go home, but we can't": Côte d'Ivoire's continuing crisis of displacement and insecurity, 28 July 2011: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR31/007/2011/en
·  Côte d’Ivoire: Briefing to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women - 50th Session, October 2011: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR31/009/2011/en
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Find us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Amnesty-International-USA-Womens-Human-Rights-Network/137466436326319
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/AmnestyWomenRts
