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Amnesty International USA
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA ISSUE BRIEF
Day 12 of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 2011


“What was I guilty of when I was only 14 years old? What did I do to anybody? I was at the point of this knife and prayed to God for him to kill me.  The worst was when I was taken away from my father.  I thought I would never come back alive. I saw how they bound my father’s hand with wire and how he could not help me.  His tears remain in my memory forever and I will never forget this.  And the soldiers. Their uniforms, their masks.  All of this, I will never forget.”

-- Interviewed by Amnesty International in March 2009

During the 1992-1995 war in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) thousands of women and girls were raped, often with extreme brutality. The testimonies women gave just after the war resulted in widespread media attention, public outrage and changes in international law. However, after the issue of war time rape disappeared from the international headlines very little has actually been done for the survivors.

In 2009, Amnesty International went to BiH to speak to survivors of war crimes of sexual violence about their needs, problems and experiences with the justice system. The conclusions were clear: the authorities of BiH have failed to ensure access to justice and reparation to the survivors.

Survivors continue to suffer trauma and other psychological and physical problems as a result of rape and other forms of torture they experienced during the war. Many survivors cannot afford medicines even when these are prescribed by a doctor. Many are unemployed and live in poverty. Social and economic support services to the survivors are generally not available.

In addition, those responsible for their suffering, members of military forces, police and paramilitary groups, enjoy impunity. Some remain in positions of power and live in the same community as their victims.

Survivors of sexual violence want the BiH authorities to acknowledge their rights as victims of war crimes. Instead, the women still find themselves marginalized and neglected. Like in most other post-conflict societies the needs of war veterans are promoted and prioritized. Women survivors of war crimes of sexual violence are discriminated with regard to social benefits and other support available to them in comparison to war veterans, who enjoy access to health care, generous pensions and other social benefits. 

Unlike the ex-combatants who formed powerful and vocal associations, women who experienced war rape are less likely to publicly demand their rights. They are afraid of social stigma attached to rape and they rarely disclose even to their family what happened to them during the war. 

In 2010, after years of neglecting the needs of the survivors, the BiH authorities finally took a stand against marginalization of survivors of war rape. As a result of huge international pressure, including by Amnesty International, a number of policy and legal changes were initiated by the government with the aim of ensuring access to justice and reparation to survivors of war crimes of sexual violence. In July 2010 the Ministry of Human Rights and the Ministry of Justice announced that the BiH government will amend relevant laws and set up a state program on improving the situation of survivors of war crimes of sexual violence in BiH. This is a meaningful step towards ensuring the rights of the survivors. However, those initiatives have still not been developed and implemented up to date due to the major political deadlock following the October 2010 elections.

TAKE ACTION NOW!

Send a message to the leaders of the main political parties in the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina and call them to ensure the rights of the survivors of wartime rape. 

Dear Excellency,

I am deeply concerned about the situation of survivors of war crimes of sexual violence in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Thousands of women who were raped and sexually abused during the 1992-1995 war in Bosnia and Herzegovina are still waiting for access to justice and reparation. 

In addition, women survivors of war crimes of sexual violence and other civilian victims of war are discriminated against with regard to social benefits and other support available to them in comparison to war veterans, who enjoy access to more generous social benefits, including access to health care and pensions. 

I am extremely concerned that since Parliamentary elections in October 2010, very little has been done to ensure the rights of the survivors. 

I would like to remind you that in 2010 the previous government had made a series of commitments to improve the situation of the victims of wartime rape. In February 2010 during the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) session on BiH at the Human Rights Council the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina announced that adequate policies and laws will be introduced to ensure that all civilian victims of war in the country have equal access to social benefits. Consequently, in July 2010 the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees initiated the development of a Program for Women Victims of Sexual Violence in Conflict and Beyond in order to respond to the needs of the survivors and provide them with access to reparations. The Ministry has also initiated a procedure of introducing a new law on the Rights of Victims of Torture and Civilian Victims of War, which would ensure the minimum standards for all civilian victims of war in the country in terms of access to social benefits and other measures of social support.

As a member of the Parliament of BiH you have the obligation to ensure that survivors of crimes of sexual violence have access to justice and reparation. 

I am therefore urging you to take a stand against human rights violations experienced by the survivors by ensuring the continuation of all positive legal and policy changes initiated by the previous government. 

Sincerely, 

(your name)

Send your letters to:
	
	POLITICAL PARTY
	PRESIDENT
	ADRESS
	TEL/FAX
	EMAIL

	1.
	SDS

Srpska Demokratska Stranka


	Mladen Bosic


	
	+387 51 211 947

+387 51 217 848
	predsjednik@sdsrs.com


	2.
	SDA

Stranka Demokratske Akcije
	Sulejman Tihic


	Mehmeda Spahe 14, 71000 Sarajevo

Marsala Tita 9a/II, 71000 SARAJEVO
	+387 33 216 906,

+387 33 553 715


	sda@bih.net.ba


	3.
	SDP BIH

Socijaldemokratska partija Bosne I Hercegovine
	dr Zlatko Lagumdzija
	Alipasina 14, 71000 SARAJEVO
	+387 33 563 910, 

+387 33 563 912;

Fax:+387 33 563 913
	predsjednik@sdp-bih.org.ba


	4.
	SNSD

Savez Nezavisnih Socijaldemokrata
	Milorad Dodik


	Petra Kocica 5,

78000 BANJA LUKA


	+387 51 318 492, 

+387 51 319 410; 

Fax: +387 51 318 495
	predsjednik@snsd.org


	5.
	SBB BIH

Savez Za Bolju Buducnost Bosne i Hercegovine
	Fahrudin Radoncic


	Tesanjska 24 A, 71000 SARAJEVO


	Tel: +387 33 942 550, +387 33 942 551

Fax: +387 33 942 560
	info@sbbbh.ba


	6.
	HDZ BIH

Hrvatska Demokratska Zajednica Bosne I Hercegovine
	prof.dr.sc.Dragan Covic


	Kneza Domagoja bb, MOSTAR
	+387 36 314 686;

Fax: +387 36 322 799


	hdzbih@hdzbih.org

	7.


	HDZ1990

Hrvatska Demokratska Zajednica 1990
	Bozo Ljubic, M.D.PhD
	Nikola Subic Zrinjski 11/1

MOSTAR
	Tel: +387 36 449 730

Fax: +387 36 449 737
	hdz1990@tel.net.ba


Contact Details of Women’s Rights NGOs in BiH
	
	NGO
	Adress
	Tel/Fax

	1.
	UDRUZENJE PRIJEDORCANKI - IZVOR
	Zanatska bb
79000 PRIJEDOR,


	052 242 590

	3.
	CENTAR ZA PRAVNU POMOC ZENAMA
	Mejdandzik 9
72000 ZENICA
	+387 32 402 049

	5.
	VIKTORIJA 99
	Kralja Tomislava bb
70101 JAJCE
	+387 30 654 204

	7.
	FORUM ZENA
	Kosovska bb
75420 BRATUNAC
	+387 56 411 143

	8.
	MEDICA 
	Mokusnice 10
72000 ZENICA
	

	9.
	CARE NWB INTERNATIONAL
	71000 SARAJEVO
Hasana Kaimije 11
	+381 61 483 029

	10.
	VIVE ZENE
	Alekse Santica bb
75000 TUZLA
	+387 61 196 185

	12.
	THE WOMEN’S SECTION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE CONCETRATION CAMP DETAINEES
	Saraci 77
71000 SARAJEVO


	+387 61 925 398

	13.
	ASSOCIATION FOR REHABILITATION OF TORTURE VICTIMS CENTRE FOR TORTURE VICTIMS (CTV)
	Obala Kulina bana 10
71000 SARAJEVO
	+387 33 222 867

	17.
	CENTRE FOR VICTIMS OF THE VOJNO CONCETRATION CAMP
	Potoci bb
88208 MOSTAR
	+387 62 652 026


Additional Reports and Recommended Resources: 

· Bosnia and Herzegovina: Submission for European Commission Progress Report issued July 2011
•
The Campaign Briefing: Nobody Listens Nobody Cares issued May 2009

•
The report Whose Justice? Women of Bosnia and Herzegovina Still Waiting issued on 20 September 2009

•
AI briefing to the UN Committee against Torture on Bosnia and Herzegovina issued on 18 October 
Published 11/21/11 by AIUSA’s Women’s Human Rights Coordination Group 

Find us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Amnesty-International-USA-Womens-Human-Rights-Network/137466436326319
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/AmnestyWomenRts
