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Thank you for your interest in getting involved in the “86 Days of Action” campaign! With
your commitment and leadership, Amnesty’s year-long The America | Believe In campaign will
shift into an even higher gear on October 17". That day marks the one-year anniversary of the
Military Commissions Act (MCA) —legislation that made the U.S. Congress co-conspirators in
the Bush Administration’s all-out assault on human rights. This piece of legislation codified
years of bad policy perpetrated by the Bush administration in the name of national security.
The MCA stripped non-citizens in US custody that the President declares to be “enemy
combatants” of the right to challenge their detention in court, created unfair trials that allow
evidence obtained through coercion or other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, and
established a very broad definition of what constitutes an “unlawful enemy combatant,” a
status not recognized by international law. 86 days later, we will mark the sixth anniversary of
the first detentions at Guantanamo, another inauspicious anniversary. We will use the 86
days in between to mobilize to close Guantanamo, reverse the damage done by the MCA and
end torture. Your interest in this campaign speaks volumes about the response that people all
over the world are having to the Bush administration’s neglect of human rights in the name of
“security.”

S

Dear Activist:

This action guide will give you the tools to organize within your neighborhood, family, work
place, and community and kick off our 86 Days campaign in a big way: by mobilizing to
reverse the damage done by the MCA. We are calling on you to reach out to new audiences
and make them aware of the human rights violations perpetrated in the name of security. In
this guide, you will find ideas for action on October 17" including suggestions for public
rallies and demonstrations, a sample letter to the editor, and a pledge form to help collect
signatures for the “American | Believe In” pledge. Most importantly, information is included
on how to have input in this campaign. We hope to hear from you on both successes and
concerns.

Together, we will make sure Congress and the Bush administration hear our appeals. The time
to act is NOW! On behalf of Amnesty International, thank you for your vital contributions to
securing human rights for people across the globe!

In solidarity for justice,

Kevin Spidel
Program Manager, Denounce Torture

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org
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GETTING STARTED
Thank you for signing up!

During the campaign, you will join thousands of other AIUSA members working against torture: together, we can
close down the detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay, end indefinite detentions, fix the MCA, restore habeas
corpus, and stop torture worldwide. A strong launch is a fundamental component of any campaign: with that in
mind, we want to kick off the 86 Days with amazing energy and a commitment to growing a movement to end
torture. We've got a lot to do in 86 days: let's get going!

On October 17™, the United States will mark the first year since the MCA became law. Amnesty will mark the day
with a call to action: mobilizing a grassroots effort against torture through public education, calling for action
nationwide to close Guantanamo and reverse the damage done by this deeply flawed legislation. However you
choose to participate, the important thing is to get involved: this kit will provide a step-by-step plan on how to
organize around the launch of the 86 Days of Action:

STEP ONE: REVIEW YOUR RESOURCES

This action kit has all the basic information you need to successfully participate in the October 17" call to action.
Share this kit with your fellow activists and take a few moments to review the materials on-line so you feel
acquainted with the MCA, the issues around Guantdnamo Bay’s detention facilities, AIUSA’s 86 Days campaign
strategy, and places to get more information. Please check the website regularly as there may be developments in
the coming month and a half and materials may be added or updated. This kit is also available on our website:
http://86Days.amnestyusa.org.

STEP TWO: SELECT YOUR EVENT

How does your group want to get involved with the 86 Days? Choosing an activity for October 17" will help set the
tone for your actions throughout the campaign. Check out the ladder of engagement in this kit to see a list of
suggested actions, ranging from easy to challenging. You can choose one, or several, actions to take on the 17,
depending on your group’s time and available resources. No matter what you or your group decides to do, the
important thing is to act!

STEP THREE: DEVELOP A WORK PLAN AND SET GOALS

Once you have an idea for an activity, the next step is to develop a plan to get it done. List all the steps and
resources you will need for planning, and delegate responsibilities to other group members. If you decide to do a
public event, remember that although every event is different, all events require people to handle Logistics,
Advertising, Public Outreach, and Evaluation/Follow-up. Other responsibilities may be required for your event as
well.

Developing clear goals is key to measuring your group’s success: and a great way to see what works for future
planning. Try and attach numbers to your goals; 500 pledge signatures, 50 participants, or 5 new group members
are all examples of good, quantifiable goals.

STEP FOUR: TAKE ACTION!

Now that you have a strategy for your activity and a way to assess it, its time to put your plan into action! On
October 17™, spread the word that torture must be stopped; with proper planning, your event is sure to be a
success!

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org 3
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STEP FIVE: EVALUATE, REPORT YOUR SUCCESSES, AND PLAN TO FOLLOW-UP

Once you've completed your October 17" action, evaluate how well it went and use this info to help in planning
future events. Also be sure to let Denounce Torture Campaign staff know how you did: email
dtorture@aiusa.org. Make sure to send us send pictures and share your stories of success! We will make sure to

include these stories and multimedia on our blog. Make sure to follow up with a thank you note to anyone who
helped with your event: speakers, venue officials, partner groups, helpful staff and anyone else you think of;
building community is always key. Also, take steps to involve new activists in future DT work immediately: it's very

important to give new activists a way to mobilize around a cause.

And celebrate your success: your efforts are vital to Amnesty’s work against torture! Remember that you have 85

more days to campaign against torture, so keep your momentum going!

Checklist: Reparing For Your Event

ONE MONTH BEFORE OCTOBER 17™:

H]

ooooo

Sign the AIBI Pledge online; encourage all of your friends and family to also sign the pledge. The pledge is
available at www.tearitdown.org.

Sign up to participate: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org.

Check the DTI website and blog for updates, activity ideas, and useful resources.

Contact other organizations interested in working with your group on anti-torture events.

Decide which actions and activities your group will do.

Extend invitations to any speakers that you wish to have participate,

THREE WEEKS BEFORE OCTOBER 17™:

]
o
]

]

Scout out visible locations for any creative actions and for your rallies, demonstrations, and vigils.
Reserve venues and obtain any needed permits for your events.

Assign tasks and responsibilities to members of your group; important tasks include logistics, advertising,
equipment and resource management, set up and clean up, and public outreach.

Put your group’s October 17" event on any public calendars that are applicable- online calendars,
community calendars, calendars at your church/synagogue/mosque, school calendars, etc.

TWO WEEKS BEFORE OCTOBER 17™:

o
]
]

]
]

Hold regular check-ins with your group members to make sure everything is on target.

Publicize your events; make posters and flyers.

Confirm any speakers for your event; send them directions to your event location and your contact
information so they can reach you if needed.

Gather public support around your event; get people excited, interested, and ready to participate!

If you are writing an article or letter to the editor send it in so that it runs as close to October 17" as
possible.

ONE WEEK BEFORE OCTOBER 17™:

]

ooood

(]

Send media advisories to your local and campus newspapers, TV stations and radio stations letting them
know what is going on.

Confirm all of the rooms and spaces you reserved for your event.

Send invitations to your event; spread the word!

Review your plans: are you ready?

Begin discussing ways in which your group can follow up with the 86 Days campaign; how will you build
off the momentum of your event? How will you evaluate it and mobilize for future action?

Get ready to have a great time and enjoy a successful event!

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org
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TALKING POINTS

TalkingPoints: October 17th MCAnniversary

V In the year since President Bush signed the Military Commissions Act (MCA) into law, several court
cases have been dismissed because Congress suspended the writ of habeas corpus — the right to
challenge one’s detention in an independent court — for foreign nationals the President designates
“enemy combatants.” These dismissals have left hundreds of people, many in their sixth year of
detention, with no recourse to the courts to challenge the basis of their detention.

V Stripping habeas corpus rights has also prevented people who face a substantial risk of torture from
being able to go to court to prevent their return to their home countries. There is evidence that
people whose claims have been dismissed were been subjected to torture upon return.

V The MCA created military commissions, a substandard justice system to try foreign nationals that
allows a person to be convicted on the basis of information obtained through coercion or cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment. So far this ad hoc system has failed to bring a single person to
trial and the only conviction was the result of a plea deal that appeared to be influenced by politics
and not justice.

V The MCA has conferred upon the President broad authority to decide who is an “unlawful enemy
combatant,” a designation that does not exist in international law.

V The MCA put the United States squarely on the wrong side of justice and international law, and
Congress should act quickly to reverse the damage done by its passage. Only by remedying this wrong
can the United States begin to reclaim its reputation as a world leader on human rights.

V  Addressing the MCA is not enough — the US government and Congress must act quickly to close
Guantanamo and end the arbitrary and indefinite detention that hundreds have been subjected to.
Anyone in custody must be charged and given a fair trial or released unconditionally and not returned
to a country where they would face torture or persecution.

V  The America | Believe in does not torture, does not conduct unfair trials, or hold people indefinitely,
without charge, without hope and without end.

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org




HOW TO STAND

Guidelines 6r Public Events othe Anniversary of the MCA

These guidelines are intended to advise Amnesty International groups regarding participation in public
events for October 17th—the one year anniversary of when the Military Commissions Act was signed into
law by President Bush.

It is important that, while representing or speaking for Amnesty International, members remain mindful of
what Al does and does not say regarding the act.

Working in Coalition with Other Groups

Amnesty International groups and members may join events with groups who share Al concerns about the
human rights situation at the detention facility. Al groups are encouraged to sponsor or co-sponsor protests
and events related to the MCA when they are able to articulate Al's concerns as a component of the event.
Members and groups should of course adhere to Al’'s policies as summarized above in any
statements/banners/leaflets etc. Some suggested slogans are included below. If in any doubt, please
contact your regional office or the Denounce Torture Initiative Project Manager Kevin Spidel at
202.544.0200 ext. 243 or kspidel@aiusa.org.

DO SAY:

Restore Habeas Corpus.
Reverse the Military Commissions Act
Close Guantanamo.

< <<

Guantanamo detainees are being held in living conditions that amount to cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment.

DON'T SAY:

X That the President (or anyone) should be impeached.
X That the war in Iraq is illegal.
X Anything you are unsure of!

POTENTIAL SIGN SLOGANS:

Fix the MCA!

Shut Down Guantanamo!

Tear It Down!

Has Habeas Corpus Become Habeas Corpse?

The America | Believe In Doesn't Torture!

What IS An Unlawful Enemy Combatant Anyways??
Whatever Happened to the Geneva Conventions?
Denounce Detainee Degradation!

How Can We Trust Information Obtained Through Torture?
If You're Going To Hold Them, At Least Try Them!

<K<K LK LKLKLKLKLK LKL
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LADDER OF ENGAGEMENT

MCA Action Planning for October 17

LEVEL 1: Any of these actions will take about 5-30 minutes of your time.

\Y,

\Y

\Y,

Hand out fact sheets to your friends, classmates, and family about the MCA and how individuals are
affected by it.

Participate in AIUSA’s online actions for DTI: sign the AIBI pledge, and forward it to friends at:
www.tearitdown.org.

Write a letter to your Senators or Representative asking them to fix the MCA; if they haven't already,
urge them to sign on to legislation supporting the restoration of habeas corpus and closure of the
detention facilities at Guantanamo.

LEVEL 2: Requires a bit more time and planning—approximately 2-4 hours

<

Any or all of the activities in level 1, and

Hold a letter-writing party for friends to ask your Senators and Representative to fix the MCA.
Organize street-team canvassing- get a group of friends together to hand out information in front of a
subway stop/train station, or other public areas.

Host an educational table at your campus to raise public awareness around the MCA.

Create an informational display board about MCA and Guantanamo to put up at your local library or
community center

Write a letter to the editor.

Write or blog about the MCA—it’s contents, it's impact, your thoughts about it, some resources, and
what people can do to speak out against it.

LEVEL 3: Requires significant planning—>5-10 hours

<

Any or all of the activities in levels 1 and 2, and

Arrange for a speaker to address your school or community about the MCA and its implications.
Organize a rally or public event that will draw attention to the MCA: ideas include chanting, mock
funerals for habeas corpus and the UN Declaration for Human Rights, and calling for legislative
action to fix the MCA.

Develop a creative plan for action (such as street theater, a poetry slam, or an art show) that
highlights the MCA and its negative impact on human rights.

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org 7
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“ é ;, THE AMERICA WE BELIEVE IN LEADS THE WORLD

&

Trovst ON HUMAN RIGHTS

PLEDGE YOUR COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS

THE AMERICA | BELIEVE IN does not torture people or use cruel, inhuman treatment...
Does not hold people without charge, without fair trials, without hope and without end...
Does not kidnap people off the street and ship them to nations known for their brutality...
Does not condone prisoner abuse and excuse high-ranking government officials from
responsibility for that abuse...Does not justify the use of secret prisons...And does not rob
people of their basic dignity.

THE AMERICA | BELIEVE IN LEADS THE WORLD IN HUMAN RIGHTS.

FIRST NAME LAST NAME EMAIL ZIPCODE

Please return pledge sheets to:
DENOUNCE TORTURE INITIATIVE
Amnesty International USA
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE: 5th Floor
Washington, DC 20003

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org 8




MEDIA ADVISORY TEMPILATE

For Immediate Release: Contact: <<<Your name>>>
<<<Date submitted to the media>>> <<<Your contact number>>>

<<<Your city/town>>> Amnesty International Group
To host <<<event type>>> on <<<date>>>,
Denounces Lack of Justice for Detainees

<<<Your town, state>>> — The <<<your city/town>>> Amnesty International group will host <<<event>>> at
<<<location>>> on <<<date>>>, one of a series of Amnesty events being held nationwide on October 17, the
first anniversary of the Military Commissions Act. Through <<<event>>>, Amnesty International seeks to raise
awareness about human rights violations codified by the Military Commissions Act.

The Military Commissions Act of 2006 established substandard military commissions to try foreign nationals and
stripped the rights of detainees, some who have been in custody for almost six years, to challenge the basis of
their detention. In the absence of basic legal protections against enforced disappearance, unfair trials, arbitrary
detention and torture, such violations can and have occurred. This is most evident at Guantanamo Bay, where
approximately 350 inmates are detained in inhumane conditions.

<<<SAMPLE QUOTE>>>"At this time last year, Congress officially sanctioned the continued disregard for
detainee dignity, human rights and the rule of law in the U.S.-led war on terror,” said <<<group member
name>>>. “|f Congress sincerely wants sincerely to preserve civil liberty and promote human dignity, it should
reverse the damage done by the Military Commissions Act and close Guantanamo.”

The <<<your city/town>>> Amnesty International group welcomes members of the media and the general public
to its meetings, which take place <<<detail schedule of meetings>>>.

WHO: <<<List Al group/members>>>

WHAT: <<<one line description of event>>>

WHEN: <<<Date and time>>>

WHERE: <<<Location, with a specific street address>>>
#it#

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org




SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Please be sure to modify this letter before submitting it.

<<<Name of editor>>>
<<<Name of paper>>>
<<<Street address>>>

<<<City, State, ZIP>>>

<<<Date>>>

Dear Editor,

<<<article, date>>> serves as yet another reminder of the human rights violations committed at
Guantanamo Bay in the name of the “war on terror,”—violations that Congress not only authorized, but
codified through various articles of the Military Commissions Act of 2006.

The military commissions created by this legislation protect neither detainee’s right to a fair trial right
nor their basic human dignity. Individuals can be convicted by information obtained through coercion or
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, in violation of U.S. and international law. Individuals can be
convicted from information obtained via methods of coercion or cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment. In addition, foreign nationals that engage in hostilities against the U.S. can be designated as
“unlawful enemy combatants” by the President and can be held without charge or trial, with no
recourse to the courts to challenge the conditions or basis of their detention. Without the necessary
legal safeguards, forced disappearances, unfair trials, arbitrary detention and torture can and have
occurred to people detained at centers like Guantanamo.

This substandard justice system contradicts U.S. and international law. It perpetuates a disregard for
human rights in carrying out the war on terror. Amnesty International calls on Members of Congress to
reverse damage inflicted by the Military Commissions Act, close Guantanamo and defend civil liberties
and human dignity.

Sincerely,
<<<Your Name>>>
<<<Affiliation with Amnesty (i.e. group)>>>

<<<Daytime phone, not for publication, just for verification of authorship>>>

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org
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SAMPLE BLOG ENTRY

Many activists find blogging to be a very powerful tool for mobilizing. Through blogging, activists can
discuss the news of the day, promote upcoming DT events, and start a virtual conversation about the 86
Days campaign. Here is a sample blog entry that can help you get started on blogging for DT: you can
create your own blog entry on AIUSA’s website: visit http://blogs.amnestyusa.org/denounce-torture and
start blogging today!

Sample Blog Entry

Well there are only 2 weeks left now before October 17™, which is the one-year
anniversary of the day the Military Commissions Act (MCA) took effect. The MCA,
signed in October 2006, strips the right of habeas corpus from any foreign national in
US custody that the President designates an “enemy combatant.” It also created an
unfair military commissions system to try foreign nationals that would allow evidence
obtained through coercion and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment — evidence not
previously allowed in any US court. However, there are several pieces of legislation in
Congress that would fix some of the worst aspects of the MCA.

Luckily there are a whole bunch of events going on for October 17™. Take a look at
this online calendar *link* for a listing of some of the events in your area. Amnesty
International local and student groups will be holding demonstrations, vigils, protests,
and all sorts of events to bring attention to the human rights violations signed into law
by the President that have drastically affected the lives of people in US custody.

So check out the calendar, and get to these events! And in the mean time, sign the
“America | Believe In" pledge online at http://www.tearitdown.org and encourage all
your friends to sign it as well!

Some of the important things to get across in a blog entry are the 5 “Ws”: Who, What, Where, When,
Why? You want your entry to be short, attention-grabbing, and to get the point across. Your goal in writing
your blog entry is to get people to attend an event that your group is holding and you need to give them a
good reason to go. You need to tell them where and when the event is happening, who is holding it, and
why they should care about this issue. You should also give them other resources to check out so they
can see how important an issue this is and to get more information if they don't know too much about the
issue already. Another great idea is to point people towards an article about these issues that you can
briefly summarize in your blog entry but that will keep your reader reading and wanting more information.

One last piece of advice is that you need to be sure your message is Amnesty International appropriate! If
you have any questions about what you should or should not say in your blog entry feel free to email us at
dtorture@aiusa.org!

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org 11
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OCTOBER 17TH, 2007:

JOIN AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USATO
PROTEST THE MILITARY COMMISSIONS ACT

The MCA strips away the right of habeas corpus from any foreign
national in US custody deemed an “enemy combatant” by the
President of the United States.

N. " “‘:§/

AL T

Take a stand against torture: One year of the human rights abuses
authorized by the MCA is enough! On October 17th, join Amnesty
activists worldwide as we protest this destructive and abusive law and
kick off our fall campaign: 86 Days of Action to ‘86 Torture!

DATE AND TIME:
EVENT DESCRIPTION:

SPONSORED BY:
CONTACT:

http://86Days.amnestyusa.org

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org 12




REGIONAL OFFICE CONTACTS AND
USEFUL RESOURCES

REGIONAL OFFICE CONTACTS

USEFUL RESOURCES

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

Contact: Folabi Olagbaju, Regional Director

600 Pennsylvania Ave. SE 5" Floor

Washington, D.C. 20003

Phone: (202) 544-0200 ext 284

Fax: (202) 546-7142

folagbaj@aiusa.org

The Mid-Atlantic Office covers the following states:
DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV

Torture Abolition and Survivors Support Coalition
www.tassc.org

Liberty Center for Survivors of Torture
(215) 747-500 Ext. 249 (phone)

Survivors International
www.survivorsintl.org

Mid-West Regional Office

Contact: Adriana Portillo-Bartow, Deputy Director
53 West Jackson Suite #731

Chicago, IL 60604

Phone: (312) 435-6395

Fax: (312) 427-2589

apbartow@aiusa.org

The Mid-West Office covers the following states: IN,
IL, 1A, KS, KY, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, OH, SD, WI

The Marjorie Kovler Center for the Treatment of
Survivors of Torture
www.heartland-alliance.org

Center for Victims of Torture
www.cvt.org

Northeast Regional Office

Contact: Joshua Rubenstein, Regional Director
58 Day Street

David Square

Somerville, MA 02144

Phone: (617) 623-0202

Fax: (617) 623-2005

jrubenst@aiusa.org

The Northeast Office covers the following states:
CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, VT, RI

International Survivors Center c/o International
Institute of Boston
www.iiboston.org

Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human
Rights
www.bcrhhr.org

Southern Regional Office

Jared Feuer, Regional Director

730 Peachtree Street NE Suite 1060

Atlanta, GA 30308

Phone: (404) 876-5661

Fax: (404) 876-2276

ifeuer@aiusa.org

The Southern Office covers the following states: AL,
AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX

Center for Survivors of Torture
www.cstdallas.org

Program for Survivors of Torture and Severe Trauma
(PSTT) at CMHS
www.cmhsweb.org

Center for the Prevention and Resolution of Violence
www.hopifoundation.org

Western Regional Office

Mona Cadena, Deputy Regional Director

1663 Mission St. Suite 604

San Francisco, CA 94103

Phone: (415) 291-9233 ext. 202

Fax: (415) 291-8722

ecallaha@aiusa.org

The Western Offices cover the following states: AK,
AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY

Center for Survivors of Torture (AACI)
WWW.aaci.org

Program for Torture Victims
www.ptvla.org

For details on DTI’s 86 Days campaign, visit: http://86Days.amnestyusa.org
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Save the Dat

JANUARY 11TH, 2008:

NATIONWIDE VIGILS

January 11th marks the 6th anniversary of the
opening of Guantanamo Bay’s detention
facilities--it Is also the end of AIUSA’s
86 Days campaign.

Show your support by helping us finish on a
strong note: start organizing your group to
mobilize on this day of action. To sign up for
more information, visit DTI's website today!

R DENOUNCE
# TORTURE

http://86Days.amnestyusa.org
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