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Dear Attorney General,

I would like to call your attention to the case of several students who suffered torture and ill-treatment at the hands of state and federal police in Guerrero, Mexico. Several of these students intend to file criminal complaints with the Procuraduría General de la República and the Procuraduría General de Justicia del Estado. I am deeply concerned that their legitimate quest for justice will lead to harsh reprisals, and I respectfully call on you to guarantee their safety. 

On 12 December 2011, police opened fire on unarmed students protesting outside the state capital, Chilpancingo. Two students were shot and killed, a petrol station employee died of burns, and fourteen others were injured. A total of twenty-four protesters were arrested.  

According to testimony, which is supported by film and medical evidence, at least 14 of the students detained were beaten and kicked by federal police and state judicial police. One of the detainees, Gerardo Torres Pérez was then apparently tortured by state judicial police in order to force him to falsely implicate himself in the shooting of fellow students. All the detainees were released the following day. The Comisión Nacional de los Derechos Humanos (CNDH) has indicated that state judicial police were responsible for the deliberate shooting of students, the torture of Gerardo Torres Perez, and the ill-treatment of detainees during and after arrest.

Given your reputation as fearless voice in the fight against corruption and injustice in Mexico, I call on you to ensure that the federal and state police officers responsible are brought to justice. Moreover, I respectfully urge you to guarantee a prompt, full and impartial investigation into the violent operation on that occurred on December 12, 2011. The chaotic police operation highlighted the grave failings in federal, state and municipal police practices, which frequently violate human rights and perpetuate impunity. 

While the compelling evidence that immediately came to light in this case has allowed victims to present criminal complaints, it is imperative that the students are not denied access to justice due to ineffective investigations, or deterred by threats and intimidation. Again, I call on you to guarantee their safety and enable them to continue criminal proceedings without fear of reprisals. 
Thank you in advance for your attention to this serious matter. I look forward to hearing from you regarding its resolution.

Sincerely,
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