
QUOTES FROM ABOLITIONIST EDITORIALS 

 “ … we believe the state of Texas should abandon the death penalty – because we cannot reconcile 
the fact that it is both imperfect and irreversible. … The state cannot impose death – an irrevocable 
sentence – with absolute certainty in all cases. Therefore the state should not impose it at all.” 
Dallas Morning News, April 15, 2007 
 
 
“The death penalty is useless. … we are left with a grueling process that in the end only guarantees 
more suffering for victims’ families and society at large as faith in the justice system erodes.” 
The Sentinel (Pennsylvania), April 3, 2007 
 
 
“The evidence of mistakes, the evidence of arbitrary decisions, the sobering knowledge that 
government can't provide certainty that the innocent will not be put to death--all that prompts this 
call for an end to capital punishment. It is time to stop killing in the people's name.” 
Chicago Tribune, March 25, 2007 
 
 
“Besides the lack of even-handedness, one of the other arguments against the death penalty is that 
someone may be convicted unjustly, and an execution in that case would irreparably compound a 
miscarriage of justice.” 
Albany Democrat-Herald (Oregon), Dec. 11, 2006 
 
 
“Americans are too reluctant to eliminate or streamline appeals. For valid reasons, they are afraid of 
being hasty and killing an innocent man. On the hand, the long, costly process robs the death penalty 
of any deterrent effect. Put murderers away for life.” 
Delaware News Journal, July 28, 2006 
 
 
“Because of the delays, the inconsistency, the drain on the public purse and the nightmarish 
possibility of executing an innocent person, it is time for the United States to end the practice.” 
Spokane Spokesman-Review, May 28, 2006 
 
 
“For now, a yearlong moratorium on executions is in effect while a study commission looks at how 
New Jersey enforces its death penalty statute. The commission should file its report now with the 
common-sense finding that New Jersey's death penalty is a failure and should be abolished in favor 
of life in prison without parole.” 
Asbury Park Press (New Jersey), May 16, 2006 
 
 
“… [W]e have come to believe Alabama's capital punishment system is broken. And because, first 
and foremost, this newspaper's editorial board is committed to a culture of life. . . . We believe all life 
is sacred. And in embracing a culture of life, we cannot make distinctions between those we deem 
'innocents' and those flawed humans who populate Death Row.” 
Birmingham News, Nov. 6, 2005 
 
 
“ … the family members of people who have been executed are no longer willing to suffer in silence. 
Their stories of survival after their parents, children or siblings were executed should give the public 
yet another reason to abolish the death penalty.” 
Austin American-Statesman, Oct. 28, 2005 
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“Putting people to death is more costly than incarcerating them for life, and even then our legal 
system is not foolproof. Mounting evidence that innocent people were on death row led Illinois to 
impose a moratorium on executions in 2000, and the pace of executions elsewhere has slowed because 
of similar concerns. Even U.S. Supreme Court justices are voicing concern about the death penalty's 
application.  California, which has executed only 11 people since 1976, should give up on capital 
punishment altogether, like 12 U.S. states and most of what is often referred to as the ‘civilized 
world.’” 
Los Angeles Times, Oct. 27, 2005 
 
 
“The money and resources saved by ending the death penalty would have a more profound effect to 
the greater good of Indiana than executing murderers. Other than politics, why is the death penalty 
immune to Indiana’s budgetary woes?”  
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette, June 22, 2005 
 
 
“Abolishing the death penalty and using life without parole instead can't fix all the injustices exposed 
in courts across the nation. But at least no one would be executed as a result.”  
USA Today, June 22, 2005 
 
 
“The Post has opposed capital punishment since 1965. Perhaps growing antipathy for actually 
imposing the death penalty will someday lead the court to conclude that it has truly become a "cruel 
and unusual punishment" and ban it altogether.”  
Denver Post, November 21, 2004 
 
 
“ … the right solution -- is to recognize the death penalty for what it is -- inefficient, ineffective, 
expensive, slow, unjust and morally reprehensible -- and abolish it now, rather than wait for it to 
wither away.”  
Daytona Beach News-Journal, November 17, 2004 
 
 
“Maryland should abolish the death penalty … for the more basic reason that the state should not be 
in the business of killing people.” 
Washington Post, February 1, 2003 
 
 
“To avoid the possibility of Missouri executing innocent people, the next session of the General 
Assembly should abolish the death penalty.”  
Kansas City Star, December 26, 2002 
 
 
Arizona should end death penalty … The bounds of human error are limitless. And the criminal-
justice system is a profoundly human one, a search for truth among often cloudy circumstances and 
murky motives. … life imprisonment permits the correction of error. Given what we now know, 
justice requires retaining that possibility.” 
Arizona Republic, July 28, 2002 
 


