
Arrest Now!  Urge U.S. Support for the International Criminal Court’s Darfur 

Cases 
 

On March 4, 2009, the International Criminal Court (ICC) announced it had issued an arrest 

warrant for Sudanese President Omar al Bashir on seven charges of crimes against humanity and 

war crimes. It is the first time the ICC has issued an arrest warrant for a sitting head of state. 

 

Although the United States, which has still not ratified the Rome Statute of the ICC, has declared 

its support for the ICC’s proceedings in Darfur and has called President al Bashir a “fugitive 

from justice under the warrant issued by the ICC,” the US has not declared that it would arrest al 

Bashir if he was found on US territory nor that it would offer its help to the ICC for the 

execution of the arrest warrant.  

 

Act now to urge the US government to provide much needed support to the ICC’s proceedings in 

Darfur by ratifying the Rome Statute and pledging to arrest President al Bashir. Write to: 

 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Tel: (202) 456-1111 

Fax: (202) 456-2461 

 

H.E. Ms. Susan E. Rice – Ambassador  

United States Mission to the United Nations 

140 East 45
th

 Street 

New York, NY 10017 

Tel: (212) 415-4000 

Fax: (212) 415-4443 

Email: usa@un.int  

 

Sample letter: 

mailto:usa@un.int


 

 

Dear President Obama,  

 

I am writing to you today to urge you to reaffirm the US government’s support for the 

International Criminal Court’s (ICC) proceedings regarding Darfur. Important steps toward this 

end include sharing evidence and information with the ICC relevant to its investigation of the 

situation in Darfur; pressing allies to cooperate in securing the arrest of President Omar al Bashir 

and others indicted in connection with the crimes committed in Darfur; declaring that the U.S. 

government would arrest al Bashir if he were to be found on U.S. soil; and being a consistently 

strong and supportive voice in Security Council matters pertaining to the Court.  

 

I also ask that you work through the UN Security Council and in collaboration with the 

Assembly of the African Union and with individual African Union member states to ensure that 

State parties to the Rome Statute respect their obligations to arrest and surrender President al 

Bashir to the ICC.  

 

I commend you for your decision to send a delegation to the Assembly of State Parties and hope 

that you will participate in the 2010 Review Conference. I urge you to continue to demonstrate 

leadership in combating impunity for the worst crimes in the world by reaffirming the United 

States’ signature of the Rome Statute of the ICC, which the USG was instrumental in 

developing, and to inform the United Nations that you intend to submit the Statute for ratification 

at an appropriate time.  

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these important matters.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

{Signature} 

  


