GG

A
m
< -]
<>

)
-A
N0\¥

©Cyrill Kourachov



Each year during the winter

holidays, Amnesty International

asks its supporters to send
messages of encouragement
to prisoners and human rights
defenders around the world.

Holidays can mean little to

those who fear they've been
forgotten by the world. A

simple greeting card, however,
can bring renewed hope. The
prisoners and human rights
defenders featured here need
your support. Please let them
know they are not forgotten.

When sending cards:

Send simple messages of
goodwill, such as “We are
thinking of you.” Don't
discuss the political situation
or the charges against the
prisoners.

The people featured here hold
diverse religious beliefs.
Please send non-religious

greetings rather than Christmas
or other religious-themed

cards.

Do not use Amnesty cards or
mention Amnesty International.

Mark envelopes "Airmail."
International airmail postage is
currently 90 cents for cards up

to one ounce in weight.

Cards may be sent until
January 31, 2008.

Please send us a copy of any
reply you may receive.

Amnesty International USA
Campaign for
Individuals at Risk
730 Peachtree Street

Suite 1060
Atlanta, GA 30308

BELARUS g

Zmitser Dashkevich, a Recently, authorities brought new charges
leader of the opposition against Zmitser Dashkevich in relation to
youth movement Young his alleged refusal to give evidence against
Front, is a prisoner of another detained member of Young Front. If
conscience, imprisonedconvicted, Dashkevich could spend several
solely for the peaceful more years in prison.

exercise of his rights to
freedom of assembly,c
association and expression. i

Zmitser Dashkevich has appreciated the

. ards and letters of support that he has received

Authorities '[Eom Amnesty International members. They
ave given him great moral support, and he

. e I'believes that the prison authorities have treated
unregistered non-governmental organizationy . p o since the cards began arriving.
Following a closed trial that lasted just two

days, a court was sentenced him to one and
a half years’ imprisonment. He is held at a
prison colony in the east of Belarus.

Please send cards of support to:

Zmitser Dashkevich

. I IK No. 17

Amnesty International regards the continuing g. Shklou
harassment and detention of opposition figures Magileu'Region 213004

and those involved in civil society activity BELARUS

as a deliberate attempt by the authorities to
intimidate and deter people from exercising

their fundamental rights to freedom of

assembly, association and expression. The
result is the stifling of public debate and

activity within Belarus.
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Troy Anthony Davis After thousands of Amnesty International
has consistently maintainedactivists from around the world appealed on
that he is innocent of the Davis’' behalf, the Georgia Board of Pardons
crime for which he was and Paroles issued a 90-day stay of execution
sentenced to death inin July 2007 in order to further investigate
Georgia. There was neverTroy Davis’ claims of innocence. The board’s
any physical evidence decision came just 24 hours before Davis
linking Mr. Davis to the was scheduled to be executed. In August, the
1989 murder of SavannahGeorgia Supreme Court agreed to hear Davis’
police officer Mark MacPhail, and the murdeiappeal to present new evidence.

weapon was never found. All but two of the
prosecution’s nine non-police witnesses hay,
since recanted or contradicted their testimon@
many claiming that they were coerced by th&,
police to implicate Davis. Nine people have
given signed affidavits claiming that one of the
two remaining witnesses against Troy Davis
is the person actually responsible for Kkilling
Officer MacPhail. This new evidence has
never been presented to a court because of a
1996 federal death penalty law that seriously
constrains appeals in capital cases.

Please send messages of hope to Troy Davis
ictured at left with his mother) Amnesty
ternational will forward your cards to his family

ho will deliver them to Davis in prison.

Please send cards of support to:

Troy Davis
c/o Individuals at Risk Program
Amnesty International
730 Peachtree Street, Suite 1060
Atlanta, GA 30308
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Human rights defenders message in English which read: “You are the nex < :
in Honduras are frequently because you are the head.” 5 >
4
attacked, threatened and Following the Kkilling, threats against ASJ bN o>

intimidated because of
their legitimate activities.
Government failure to
provide adequate protection

members intensified. Journalist Dina Meza,
project director of ASJ's online magazine,
reportedly received threatening voice message
. —on her mobile phone. Other ASJ members hay

can have deV‘"‘s'[""t'ngreceived threatening text messages and posts
consequences, not only forthe comments section of the online magazine
Fhose responsible for killing Dionisio Diaz have Thousands of people are in
still not been brought to justice, and the autfesit
Dina Meza and Carlos Hernandez workave failed to conduct adequate investigation
for the Association for a More Just Societynto the threats against ASJ members. Many are held without charge
(Asociacion para una Sociedad Mas Justa, ASJ),
an organization that focuses on improving access

to justice for all sectors of Honduran society. Dina Meza and Carlos Hernandez P ——

Members of ASJ reportedly started to receivﬁsociaci()n para una Sociedad més Justa (AS

t_hreats gfter_they begar_l working on alleged Ia_bor Apartado Postal 30676, Toncontin In many countries men,
rights violations committed by private security Comayagiiela

companies. The ASJ reported the threats and HONDURAS
harassment to the authorities, but officials took
no apparent action to protect ASJ members. In
December 2006 Dionisio Diaz Garcia, an ASJ taken into official custody.
lawyer, was killed. Three days after the killing,
Carlos Hernandez, ASJ President, received a text Others have been killed

Amnesty International
Protects Human Rights

rights situation in general.
prison because of their beliefs.

Please send cards of support to: .
PP or trial. Torture and the death

women and children have

"disappeared" after being

without any pretense of
2007 HOLIDAY CARD ACTION legality. These human rights

violations occur in countries

of widely differing ideologies.

Abdul Kareem Nabil the attacks on the Christians and expresse You can help us
Suleiman did what secular views.
thousands of young
bloggers around the
world do every day: he
logged onto his computer

end these and other abuses.

Amnesty International considers Karim Amer :
to be a prisoner of conscience. He spent 65 da You can make a difference.
in solitary confinement, as authorities attemptec
s to compel him to change his views. Al urge
and typed in his thoughts the Egyptian authorities to repeal legislation tha a worldwide, grassroots

N about the _po||t|c5 of his stipulates prison sentences for those who simpl
country, criticizing both the Egyptian government, o ico - their right to peaceful expression movement that promotes and

and religious authorities. For this the 23'yeafhought conscience and religion. Amnes

old former student, widely known on the Intemeltnternational sees the detention of Karim Ame

as “Karim Amer,” was arrested and sentenced If} ' Ju bloggers as part of a long-standing
February 2007 to four years in prison on chargt—‘é

. AT Y 9% Fort by the Egyptian government to muzzle - :

including “incitement to hate Islam,” “defaming .. - g To join or to obtain more
: - . civil society.

the President of the Republic,” and “spreading

information disruptive of public order.”

Amnesty International is

defends human rights.

information, call
Please send cards of support to:

The charges relate to writings on his blog about
sectarian riots that took place in October 2005 in
;Allclaxangna’s Mahrzlirrarrr B%k dls]:mct.I Tgel_rlotsd Room 10, Section 24
oflowed reports that the video of a play believe Alexandria www.amnestyusa.org

to be ar)ti-lslam_ was being_screened in a Coptic THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
church in the district. Karim Amer denounced

Prisoner Abdul Kareem Nabil Suleiman 1-800-AMNESTY
Borg Al-Arab Prison or visit our website:



AJEBKA

a I Ty % _ _ . :
ﬁt}f w “ information on some of the children but said

® ) ! \-ﬁ-ﬁ that there were no plans to demobilize them. O BEe ey 7 Ul S
r i Bukeni soon formed AJEDI-Ka to garner o
Amnesty activists across the U.S.

more resources in his effort to protect and o )

“I've been arrested four times and beaterpromote children’s rights in conflict situations. il el Erielic GEUTIEEPENES GrolTe
twice. But we have still managed to demobilizgighting continues in South Kivu province, T2 ST [ & ESEhe JEiiEr ey
over 300 child soldiers,”says Bukeni T. where both government forces and opposing hmmaw(.a forr RS 21 s of
Waruzi Beck, executive director of AJEDI-militias continue to recruit children as fighters, UGt S W HElE, [Pl
Ka (Association of Youth for Integratedporters, servants, and sex slaves. Risking arrest SPEEI QUITIET GHNETS WD VS b2Cp
Development - Kalundu). The organizatiomand violence, the staff of AJEDI-Ka continue SEMEEE e iTealiEnzel. 1o (Eem
reintegrates demobilized girl and boy soldiergeir work to demobilize these children and = MO€ aboutthe Global Write-a-thon
into Congolese society and maintains long terpgintegrate them into their communities. e e Lcl)”psvréll():g:i)gtz,t.please B

follow-up on the welfare of these children. . . : . ,
(Because mail delivery can be unreliable in.  www.amnestyusa.org/writeathon

Tens of thousands of child soldiers have be . .
recruited as combatants by all parties to tﬁge Democratic Republic of Congo, AJEDI-Ka

conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo.uses. a post office box in Burundi, which is
provided below.)

Bukeni began working on the issue of child
soldiers as a college student when he was
contacted by the parents of children who had
been recruited by the RCD Goma (Rwandan-

Jad
i

Please send cards of support to:

AJEDI-Ka/Projet Enfants Soldats More Holiday Card Action

backed rebels) or the Mai-Mai (local fighters 22 Avenue \(jizs g'gn%eéz ~ Uvira /RDC "
opposed to the RCD). He met with the BUiUmbUra website. To learn ;nor_e, \;EltI:d
commander of the RCD forces, who provided BU]RUNDI www.amnestyusa.org/action/holiday
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¢ ALGERIA. CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC moved to have received cards of support

: . - - rom people, including schoolchildren, in
Hassiba Boumerdesi andOpposition politican Claude Yabanda wa )
o P ée United States and elsewhere. Masry

Amine Sidhoum, both released from prison in November 200 T
lawyers and human rightsand left the Central African Republic to clzyEng e .Ro_b'” TS S & MizEe
defenders, were acquittedlive in Europe. He is grateful to Amnestyto AITES) SRS

of the charges against them in April 2007International members for their support and “We have received so many postcards

A month earlier, Hassiba had told visitingaction on his behalf. which have really given us strength,
Amnesty International representatives that but there is no way that we can reply
she had received 1,602 cards and lettel INDONESIA. to them all. It's so important to us to

In December of last year, she wrote t say thank you so much to everyone for
Amnesty, all the care and support you've given

us. We feel so much in debt to you all
but only God can repay you all what
you have done for us, and may he bless
you all.”

All six trade unionists
featured in last year’s
“I would like to thank you again for Holiday Card Action have
the wonderful work you have done been released from prison_
to support us. The fact that | receive |ndonesian authorities released four of them
cards daily is the proof of the great _. Sryhas Towo, Suyahman, Safrudin and
mobilization of many persons by Akhen Pane - in late October 2006. Masry

Amnesty International. ... Each time | Sepayang and Robin Kimbi were freed in INDIVIDUALS
read a message, | thank you.” May 2007. Amnesty International learned AT R I S K

that the unionists were astonished and greatly

casework@aiusa.org

Amnesty International USA - Campaign for Individuals at Risk - 730 Peachtree Street, Suite 1060 - Atlanta, GA 30308



